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COMING EVENTS  

Friday 20 February - Class Representatives Meeting 9.15am in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 20 February - Icypole day $1.00 

Friday 20 February - School Picnic 6.00pm 

Friday 20 March - Prep Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Friday 6 March - PFA Meeting 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Dear Parents, 

 

Armadale PS Community Spirit Shines Through 

I am somewhat humbled by (as well as extremely proud of) our 

school communityôs response to our Bushfire Appeal efforts last 

week. The free dress day last Friday generated in excess of $1000 

for the bushfire victims ï the best result ever for a free dress day! 

We also dispatched two van loads of donated toys and clothes 

last Saturday for the appeal.  Thank you to Hans Van 

Schoonhoven for generously 

providing his van last Saturday 

and Katie Wallman for hiring & 

driving the other van. Thanks also 

to the Armadale PS staff and 

parents who assisted with the 

sorting and loading of these 

donated items.  

I am also aware of many 

individual students who have 

shown some wonderful initiative 

and pursued further opportunities to raise money for the bushfire 

victims. One of our level two students, Jennifer Ross, had a party 

on the weekend and told her friends to bring along money for the 

bushfire appeal instead of presents. Some of Jenniferôs friends 

also threw in the proceeds of a lemonade stall they had set up, 

and between all of them they had raised another $121. Iôm sure 

youôd agree that this is a great story (and thereôs no doubt many 

more stories like this); we are so lucky to have such caring 

children at APS. Thank you again to everyone in our school 

community for these combined efforts!  

 

Family Picnic 

I look forward to catching up with lots of Armadale parents and 

children at our Family Picnic being held at school on Friday 20th 

February from 6:00pm onwards. YES thatôs tomorrow night!  

Life Be in It activities have been planned for the children from 

6:30 ï 7:30, so this will give mums and dads a chance to chat and 

to welcome some new families to our school community.  Donôt 

forget to bring along the picnic hamper and hopefully favourable 

weather conditions will make for a very pleasant social evening. 

 

District Swimming Sports 

I was lucky enough to sneak out of the office for an hour last 

Tuesday morning to watch the first few events of the district 

swimming sports. It was great to observe how excited our 

students were to be representing the school and their support of 

each other was just wonderful.  

Thank you to Peter Cracknell and Kate Pilgrim for organising 

Armadaleôs participation in these swimming sports and many 

thanks also to the strong contingent of parents who came along to 

cheer on the Armadale team. 

 

2009 School Council 

School Council nominations have now closed and as the number 

of vacancies matched the number of nominations, the following 

parents and teachers will form this yearôs School Council ï 

Bruce Hemingway (President), Jennifer Treacey (Vice 

President), Paul Bonet (Treasurer), Jan Ravnholt, John Phillips, 

Fiona Menzies, Christine Dunn, Richard Patterson, Rochelle 

Cukier, Malcolm Dow, Rosanna Caruso, Colleen Johnson and 

Jim Cahill.  Libby Frederico has also been co-opted to the 

council as the PFA representative. 

Many other parents also chatted to me about having input into 

school council and have agreed to join our sub committees of 

council. Thank you to all of these parents for putting their hands 

up to support our council; I am thrilled to have such a terrific 

level of community involvement and support. 

 

Parent Information Sessions 

Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the planned 

information sessions last night (Wed 18th Feb). I trust you found 

these sessions to be informative and through these presentations 

that you now have a clearer understanding of how you can 

support your childôs learning in 2009. 

My sincere thanks to the hard working teaching team at each 

level (as well as specialist staff) for facilitating these sessions.  

 

óGet to Know Youô Interviews 

A notice was sent home earlier in the week with each child in 

level 2, 3 and 4 for next weekôs parent/teacher interviews. These 

interviews provide an excellent opportunity to meet your childôs 

teacher and to share any important information about your child 

with their teacher. Please note that these interviews do not intend 

to provide a detailed academic profile of each child at this early 

stage of the year. If your child has the same teacher again and 

you have previously met this teacher and shared information with 

them, you may elect to not attend these interviews.  

Confirmation times for all interviews will be sent home 

tomorrow (Friday 20th Feb) and every effort will be made to 

coordinate times for sibling interviews. 

 

Now Thatôs a TV!! 

A new 60inch plasma screen has been installed in the infant hall 

this week as well as additional surveillance cameras around the 

school. My sincere thanks to one of our parents, Gengiz 

Ozdemir, for organising the installation of these items.  (I might 

have to sneak in to watch Carltonôs first game on the big screen ï 

it dwarfs my little TV at home!!)  

 

Jewish RE Classes 

I mentioned in the newsletter a few weeks ago about the 

possibility of UJEB (United Jewish Education Board) provided 

Jewish religious instruction at Armadale if there was enough 

demand for these lessons.  At this stage only four families have 

expressed interest in these lessons. If you are still interested in 

your child attending these lessons please let me know by the end 

of the week. (On current numbers we will not have enough 

students to run this program.)  

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au/


ART NEWS 
ARTIST OF THE WEEK:  Yasmin Feile (2W) - For 

the detail she put into her lizard sketch & for her 

creative use of straw blowing to add a background 

effect. Well done Yasmin! 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: (2P) ï For working co-

operatively in class and for taking pride in their work. Well done 

2P! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : The Age newspaper for the tables, 

ice-cream containers/lids and ñjunkò materials for printing i.e. 

bottle lids, corks, card board scraps.  

 

MUSIC NEWS 
MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: (1P) ï For 

demonstrating good listening skills and for dancing and 

singing confidently to the song, ñLetôs Clap our Handsò.  

UPCOMING PERFORMANCE: ñSTICKS & STONESò  

On March 12, 2009 all students from Armadale Primary School 

will have the opportunity to watch a Brainstorm Productions 

performance called, ñSticks & Stones. This performance supports 

the You Can Do It! Program. It encourages students not to be 

victims of bullying and provides them with strategies to cope in the 

event of bullying. The performance will take place in Pedrina Hall, 

parents are welcome to attend.  

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. Please 

contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/children would 

like to play/perform for us.  

AFTER SCHOOL MUSIC TUITION ï Brochures and 

Information about each program can be picked up from the 

Office.  

Creative Music: Offers tuition for Level 1-4 students in keyboard, 

guitar and recorder. 

Red Notes: Offers tuition in brass, woodwind and percussion 

instruments.  

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room.  

Thank you to all the students who attended Fridayôs choir practice. 

We had a great turn up for the year with a lot of new faces. We 

have also started learning 2 of our performance songs, ñOcean 

Commotionò & ñThe White Flowerò, a beautiful Japanese song. 

Our choir leader for the year is Jared Ellwood, who will update the 

school concerning the choirôs activities. Also Mrs Wallace will be 

part of the choir team, helping with learning songs/warm ups and 

carrying out administrative tasks. 

Please attend tomorrowôs practice if you would still like to join 

choir. 

ENSEMBLE FOR LEVELS 3 & 4 WILL START IN 

TERM 2 & CONTINUE IN TERM 4  

ART CLUB FOR LEVELS 3 & 4 WILL RUN IN TERM 3  

 

Amanda Tiller 
 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE (EMA)  
 

The  EMA is paid to parents of eligible students under 16 years of 

age who are enrolled at a Government or non-Government School 

in Victoria on census day, 27 February 2009 for instalment 1 and 

7 August 2009 for the second instalment. You must: 

§ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 

pensioner or be a foster parent; and  

§ submit your application to the school office by Friday 27 

February 2009. 
Applications must be made in person and original benefits cards 

must be sighted. Forms are now available from the office. 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL  

 
As an environmentally responsible school we aim to 

reduce our paper use wherever possible. Our 

newsletter is produced on 100% post consumer waste 

paper but we also encourage parents to receive the weekly 

newsletter by email or to read it on our school website each week 

at www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au in the ñParentsò section.  

 

If you would like to receive (or continue from last year) the 

newsletter in 2009  by email rather than a hard copy please contact 

Maggie Brown in the Office or by email at 

brown.margaret.c@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

YOU CAN DO IT AWARDS  
 

2P April Van Schoonhoven For demonstrating excellent 'Getting Along 'skills with her Father, Hans who donated his 
time to deliver toys and bikes to the bush fire relief program. 

2W Michael Phillips For being a great learning partner and demonstrating a positive attitude in all areas of 
his learning 

3J Ben Lloyd For demonstrating confidence when taking on the role as ICT organiser in the classroom. 

3J Bill Goers For demonstrating confidence when taking on the role as ICT organiser in the classroom. 

3N Whole 3N class For their great efforts in rescuing as much wasted water as possible! Well done! 

4F Louis Hagedornς Symes For demonstrating that he is working hard to strengthen his organisational skills 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

PFA COMMITTEE  

The PFA AGM was held last Friday and the new committee was 

elected.  Thank you to all who attended the meeting. 

2009 PFA committee members ï 

Presidents  Natalie Graham & Lisa McLellan 

Secretary   Sally Joubert 

Treasurer  Phillipa Dalton 

Uniform Co-ordinator  Katherine Wolfe 

PFA School Council Rep  Libby Brown 

Class Reps Co-ordinator  Lisa Walker 

 

We would particularly like to thank retiring committee members 

Christine Dunn, Lisa Walker, Andrea Gray and Sasha Bennetts for 

their commitment to the PFA over the past 2 years.  Armadale 

Primary has a fantastic community spirit and we are so fortunate 

to have had such a proactive PFA committee. Fortunately, Lisa 

Walker has kindly taken on the role of Class Rep Co-ordinator 

and Andrea has generously offered to assist our new Treasurer, 

Phillipa Dalton.   

 

FAMILY PICNIC ï TOMORROW FRI 20 FEB AT 6PM  

We are looking forward to seeing you all tomorrow night at 

school for our annual family picnic.  Not only is it a great time to 

catch up with friends and meet new families, the kids are sure to 

love the organised ñLife Be In Itò activities. 

So please pack your picnics and see you there! 

 

CLASS REPS 

A very big thank you to those of you who have volunteered to be a 

class rep for your class this year.   

Are you in 2G?  We still require one class rep in 2G so if you are 

interested, please contact Lisa Walker ï 9500 2312 

Please note the following additions/changes  ï 

 1R Michelle Iezzi and Robbie Fox 

 4P Suzanne Cilia and Robyn Martin 

Class rep meeting tomorrow at 9.15am in Pedrina Hall. 

 

CLASS LISTS 

If you are yet to fill in and return your details for the class lists, 

please do so ASAP.  The sooner we receive the class list 

information, the sooner we can distribute the lists to you. 

 

SUNSCREEN 

Quality sunscreen is available in the office at special prices - roll-

on $5 and tubes $6.   

 

ICYPOLES 

Hot weather éééé..remember $1.00 icypoles every Friday. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
In 2009 we will once again offer Religious Education on 

Wednesday afternoon in the Agreed Syllabus commencing in 

March. For those children who will not be participating in these 

classes an exemption form will need to be completed. Please 

come to the office to collect a form. 

SPORTS NEWS 

 

HOUSE AND DISTRICT SWIMMING  
Over the past week we have had a number of year 4, 5 and 6 

children involved in our House and District Swimming Sports. 

Congratulations to all the children on their behavior, enthusiasm 

and following our 

sports motto ñBe 

Your Bestò. Thank 

you to all staff and 

parents for their great 

support. A full report 

is being prepared by 

the swimming 

captains. See the year 

6 studentsô thoughts 

below. 

Well done all. 

 

Peter Cracknell 

Sports Co-ordinator 

 

SWIMMING TRIALS 
I had just dived into the water; I was freestyling as fast as I could. 

I couldnôt see any anyone. All I was thinking was faster, faster, 

faster and all I was dong was doing was stroke, stroke, stroke. 

Then I looked up and saw Julia and Annalise meters in front of 

me. I heard every one cheering and that made me even more 

determined to keep going. When I finally reached the end and 

touched the wall I saw that I had come 3rd. I felt happy that Iôd 

tried: I didnôt need to win. 

Jessica O 

 

The swimming sports and the swimming trials were an absolute 

blast. The day was fine and the temperature of the water matched 

it beautifully. We had a choice of 25 metre or 50 metre Freestyle, 

Breastroke, Backstroke or Butterfly. Only the Freestyle was 

compulsory. The strokes that I swam were 50 metre Freestyle, 

Breastroke, Backstroke and Butterfly. The pressure was put on 

you once you stepped up, getting ready to dive off, but once you 

hit the water, there was a refreshing feeling and you would feel 

much more relaxed. The main point of the day was to be your best, 

have fun and cheer on other people. 

Xin Wang   

A Wet Day!  
 
On Tuesday at lunchtime, a water pipe burst in Densham 
Road. Lots of water gushed into the gutter and it flowed past 
our school. The water looked dirty but it flowed very 
strongly. So all students in 3N went out with buckets, 
watering cans and ice cream containers to collect as much 
of the water as we could. 
 
When we tried to fill our containers, the water was so strong 
it grabbed the containers away. We had to hold on tightly to 
our container so we could collect the water. We emptied the 
containers onto the school garden and the trees in front of 
the school. These trees hadnôt been watered since last year, 
so the water soaked down into the soil. 
 
The footpath was all wet, as were all of us and our shoes. 
After school the footpath was all dry again. Saving water 
was fun and exciting, even though lots of water disappeared 
down the drain. We had a very tiring, hot lunchtime. 



UNIFORM SHOP NEWS 
 

Firstly, apologies to those of you who are waiting for various 

pieces on order - these are expected before the end of the week. 

I will distribute orders directly to childrenôs classes so keep an 

eye out in your childôs schoolbag. 

 

Secondly, clarification on uniform to be worn as compulsory 

policy agreed by School Council last year: 

¶ No sports pants / shorts / trackpants with any logo, stripe 

or detail. All pants / shorts must be plain navy whether 

they are from the uniform shop or elsewhere. 

¶ It is strongly recommended that school tops have the 

school logo. The exceptions to this are rain jackets or 

other jackets. Again, all jackets must be plain navy. 

¶ Bike shorts for girls to be worn under school dress or for 

PE day only. Bike shorts are not allowed every day. 

¶ Level 4 children should wear their sports top each Friday 

and to specified sports events. 

¶ Please wear sport uniform on your PE day. 

If you find that your uniform order is incomplete, the missing 

item has been ordered. 
 

Katherine Wolfe 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 

Here is a reminder of uniform to be worn by all children:   

 

* Please note that if you wish your child to wear a tunic or vest, 

these need to be ordered before the end of Term 1.  

Girls 
 

Summer 

¶ Dress 

¶ Short-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Culottes 

Sport 

¶ Navy T-shirt with  

¶ Bike Shorts 
 

Winter 

¶ Long-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Tunic*  or 

¶ Long-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Straight-leg trackpants 

¶ Bomber jacket 

¶ Rugby jumper 

¶ Polar fleece vest*  

Sport 

¶ Long-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Bootleg pants 

Boys 
 

Summer 

¶ Short-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Shorts 

¶ Sport 

¶ Navy T-shirt with  

¶ Shorts 

 

Winter 

¶ Long-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Double-knee trackpants or  

¶ Straight-leg trackpants 

¶ Bomber jacket 

¶ Rugby jumper 

¶ Polar fleece vest*  

Sport 

¶ Long-sleeved polo shirt with 

¶ Trackpants 

 

GRAVITY YOUTH DISCO 

2009 GRAND OPPENING 
DEDICATED TO 10-14 YR OLDS 

$10 ENTRY 
FRIDAY FEB 27TH 

7 - 10PM 
TICKET LINE CALL 9570 3912 

Strictly between 3pm and 5pm on wed before event 
Tickets on sale Wed 25th FEB 3-5pm at the venue 
COATESVILLE UNITING CHURCH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

CNR NORTH & MACKIE RDS 
EAST BENTLEIGH 

FULLY SUPERVISED 
NO ALCOHOLï NO DRUGS-NO PASSOUTS 

Parents please collect your kids from INSIDE the venue 
Plenty of parking in Mackie Rd or Jassa St 

PARENT INFO ONLY: PH 0415 472 654 

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE (SDS)  
 

All Victorian primary school aged children are 
eligible to utilise the School Dental Service.  
The SDS in this area has recently integrated with 
the Inner south community Health Service. The 
new integrated Dental Program is now offering 
dental examinations and care to children attending 
your school. 
 
¶ For children who have been treated the 

SDS before - parents will receive a recall 
letter reminding them to make an 
appointment. 
 

¶ For children not treated by the SDS before -  
parents can contact the Inner South 
Community Health Service Dental Program 
to make an appointment by phoning   
9520 3177. 

 A limited number of 4yo 
kindergarten places are now 
available for 2009 in both 
the A-Group and Extended 
Hours Group at Armadale 
Early Learning Centre. 
Please visit www.aelc.net.au 
for timetables and fees. 
 
Call Joanne on 9509 8588 
for more information. 



Attachments:   
(Advertised material is distributed with this newsletter. Whilst all care is taken to ensure validity we take no responsibility and imply no endorsement) 


