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COMING EVENTS  
 

Friday 1 May - Curriculum Sub Committee Meeting 8.00am in Library 

  Friday 1 May - District Cross Country (selected level 3 & 4 children)  

Friday 1 May           - Mothersô Day Stall 

Friday 1 May - L2 Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Monday 4 May - L4 Camp departs for Roses Gap at 9.00am sharp 

Monday 11 May - Swimming commences L2 (each day except Tuesday 19) until Friday 22 May 

Friday 15 May - Hockey Gala Day L4 

Sunday 17 May - Climate Change Human Sign at St Kilda beach 

Friday 19 June         - Armadale Primary Fundraiser Argo Hotel 

Dear Parents, 

 

Roses Gap Camp 

Next week our level four students will be attending a camp at 

Roses Gap which is situated in the Grampians. I have had the 

pleasure of attending this particular camp on two other 

occasions and each time I have been impressed by the beautiful 

surroundings of the camp as well as the challenging activities 

program. The teachers attending this camp next week include 

Kate Pilgrim, Anita Frankel, Amanda Wilson, Peter Cracknell,  

student teacher Meredith Jones and myself. Malcolm Dow will 

therefore be Acting Principal on Monday and Tuesday during 

my absence and Rochelle Cukier will be Acting Principal for 

the remainder of the week.  Fingers crossed for some fine 

weather next week and I look forward to sharing some camp 

stories through the next newsletter upon my return!  

Attitudes to School Survey 
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY 

THINK ABOUT THEIR SCHOOLING!  

Last Tuesday our school conducted a survey to find out what 

each level 4 child thinks of Armadale PS. The Attitudes to 

School survey is an annual student survey for Year 5 to Year 12 

students offered by the Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development to assist schools in gaining an 

understanding of students' perceptions and experiences of 

school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs 

and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.  

Thank you to all level four students for their reflections and 

input into this survey. The survey results will be reported back 

to the school by the end of July and analysis of these results will 

be undertaken by teachers and the Curriculum subcommittee of 

School Council.  

Student Supervision before School 

A reminder to all parents that students are not supervised in the 

yard by a teacher until 8:45am each morning.  Any students 

arriving before this time should be enrolled in óBeforesô to 

ensure that they are adequately supervised by Katie and her 

staff prior to school. (Please note that there is a charge for this 

service.)  

We do have a few sporting teams who train on the courts prior 

to school but this only occurs after prior consultation with the 

school and when designated parents are able to supervise these 

teams.  

Could I seek the assistance of all parents to ensure that children 

are dropped off at school after 8:45am so that we continue to 

optimise the safety of our students at all times of the day. 

Piano Donation 

A big thank you to Tom and Suzie Rice for very kindly 

donating a piano to the school yesterday. This will be a 

wonderful addition to the infant hall and I know Pippa is itching 

to strike up a few tunes for our preppies. We wish Jemima Rice 

luck at her new school in Vancouver!  

Running in the Schoolyard 

One of this weekôs big questions ï Can children run in the 

schoolyard? 

The answer ï Yes and No!  

Let me explain.  

As I look out of my office window now at lunchtime I can see 

lots of children running around.  The vast majority of these 

students are participating in an organised team game of football/

basketball/netball etc.  Under these circumstances, running 

around on the courts or the open quadrangle area is entirely 

appropriate as the play is organised and structured and the 

emphasis is on cooperation and having ósafeô fun.  

So under what conditions is running not appropriate?  

Due to the very confined space we have in our playground, we 

cannot have games such as chasey or tiggy where children are 

running at full speed away from each other.  This type of game 

invariably leads to children falling and crashing into each other 

- particularly if they run around the buildings and play 

equipment. It would also not be appropriate for a group of 

children to be having sprint races across the quadrangle or 

courts as there is just not enough space to accommodate this 

type of activity and the surface is not very forgiving if they fall.  

So in summary, the more structured games that involve running 

are generally fine whereas the games that have more random 

forms of running at possibly greater speeds are generally 

unsafe. We want our students to be able to run and have fun 

BUT we also want them to be safe.  

Mothersô Day Stall  

Our annual Mothersô Day stall will be held tomorrow ï Friday 

1st May. As explained in last weekôs newsletter this is a little 

earlier this year due to the level 4 camp next week.  

Thank you very much to all parents who have been able to 

donate items and/or commit some time to assisting with the 

stall. 

DADS need to remember to organise $3 for each child 

tomorrow morning to ensure that these special mothersô day 

treats can be purchased as a ósurpriseô for mum!  

Level 2 Cocktail Party 
I look forward to catching up with level 2 parents at this 

Fridayôs cocktail party.  Level 2 is the largest section of the 

school with five classes at this level so proportionally this 

should be the biggest party of the year! See you there. 

 

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  
 

ART NEWS 
ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1C ï For their colourful 

Mothersô Day paper, which they printed from fruit & 

vegetables. Well done 1C! 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK:  Harry Fox (1R) ï For the 

time and effort he puts into all his artwork. Well done Harry, keep 

up the good work! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : Old stockings and/or tights for 

puppets and The Age newspaper.  

 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1R ï For their 

enthusiasm when learning and singing the song ñALLE 

ALLE OOò. I love your expression 1R! 

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are 

encouraged to perform at assembly and share their music with the 

school. Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

LEVEL 2 CHOIR ï Friday, 8.15am (SHARP) in the Infant 

Hall  

¶ Wow, what a fantastic performance Level 2! Your 

singing, movements and smiles were beautiful. Keep 

up the excellent work; I canôt wait to see your next 

performance.  

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room.  

¶ This week we will continue to learn Footloose & weôll 

start learning REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE, a 

fantastic education song from the movie, ñCURIOUS 

GEORGEò.  

¶ THERE WILL BE NO CHOIR NEXT FRIDAY (8TH 

MAY) AS I WILL BE ON THE LEVEL 4 CAMP.  

LEVEL 3 & 4 ENSEMBLE  

¶ Thank you to all the students who showed up for 

ensemble. We have started to learn our first 

performance piece, ñIn Japanò, which consists of many 

parts and harmonies.  

¶ Donôt forget if you learn an instrument or would like to 

play in an ensemble, please come along to practise on 

Wednesdays, at lunch time.  

¶ Next week I will be on the Level 4 camp so there will 

be no ensemble practice next Wednesday.  

 

Amanda Tiller 

 

LEVEL 3 RECORDER GRO UP 
  

Our first rehearsal commences tomorrow  Friday 1st of May at 

11.00am. 
The cost of purchasing a soprano recorder from the school is 

$6.00, otherwise just come along with your own instrument 

tomorrow. 

 

Pippa Cocks 

BOOK CLUB ORDERS 
 

The latest Scholastic Book order brochures are 

available outside the office. All orders need to be 

returned by Tuesday 5 May. 

1C Noah Lambert For working hard to learn his alphabet and also for his greatly improved handwriting. Excellent 
effort Noah.  

1P Oscar Stevenson For his great enthusiasm for learning the letters and sounds of the alphabet. Fantastic work! 

1R Charles McCann For demonstrating excellent 'getting along' skills and being a cooperative and hardworking 
member of our class. Well done Charles! 

2J Lara Bennett For demonstrating all of the 'You Can Do It ' values consistently in all areas of her schooling. Well 
done Lara! 

2P Lachlan Puls For his amazing counting ability when adding coins and notes during maths.   

2S Jake Fitzgibbon For working on some very hard money activities and doing a GREAT job. You can be my banker 
any day Jake! 

2W Adam Simpson For the quiet and confident way he approaches all his work ς Keep it up Adam! 

3J Ellison Guss For demonstrating confidence when participating during 'Footsteps'. 

3N Holly Dalton For demonstrating confidence in all class activities and working with determination and 
perseverance - well done! 

3P James Skene For demonstrating great organisational skills when looking after our classroom not just his own 
area. 

THANK YOU  
Thank you to Sheldon Cohen, a neighbour of our school, who 

generously donated books to our library. 

HOUSE POINTS 
  

Densham won this weekôs house 

points. Congratulations to all the 

children in Densham. 

 
Densham 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Coming events 

Friday 1 May            Mothersô Day Stall 

Friday 1 May            Level 2 Cocktail Party 

Friday 8 May            Mothersô Day Lunch 12pm 

Friday 19 June          School Fundraiser Argo  

     Hotel  

 
Itôs a busy time at Armadale Primaryé. 

 

Mothersô Day Stall 

Tomorrow the Mothersô Day stall is happening in Pedrina 

Hall.  To clarify, once again, we have a Mothers day stall 

each year.  The children choose a present which is 

wrapped, in paper made by the students, by parent helpers.  

All presents cost $3 each and children may purchase more 

than one present.  Please remember to give the money to 

your child tomorrow.  

 

Level 2 Cocktail Party 

We look forward to seeing all Level 2 parents at the 

Cocktail Party which Jody and Pat Cody are very kindly 

hosting at their home.  The cocktail parties are always a 

great way to catch up with friends and meet new parents in 

your childôs year level. 

 

Mothersô Day Lunch 

Please RSVP by tomorrow, Friday 1 May, if you wish to 

come to the 2009 Mothersô Day lunch on Friday May 

8th.  To be held at The Great Provider, St Kilda Marina, the 

lunch is terrific value - $35 for 2 courses + a glass of 

wine.  We hope to see lots of mums there and we are sure 

this lunch will be an event not to be missed! 

 

Major Fundraising Event 

Our annual major fundraiser is being held at The Argo 

Hotel on Friday 19 June. Please put this date in your diary 

and organize your babysitting as it is a great night and a 

fantastic way to raise funds for our school and our 

childrenôs education. If you have any items that you would 

be able to donate for our silent or live auction on the night 

please contact either Natalie or Lisa on the numbers below. 

More details to follow closer to the date. 

 

Fundraising Results 

We thought it was important to let you know about our 

fundraising efforts so far this year.  The Easter Raffle raised 

$1785 this year which is a fantastic result so sincere thanks 

to all of you who donated eggs and bought raffle 

tickets.  And the icypoles which were sold every Friday for 

$1 in Term 1 raised $971 which is terrific, and greatly 

appreciated, so thank you. 
 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

ATTN: GRADE 6 PARENTS 

 
If any Grade 6 parents wish to order a 

second Grade 6 graduation hooded 

jacket, please contact Nikki Bindley 

on 9509 6265 who will be placing an 

order early next week. 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS  

 

Nude Food Friday got off to a great start last week with 

many classes reporting little or no rubbish. Letôs keep up 

the good work and try to reduce it even further tomorrow. 

There are some great plastic food containers around now 

which all sorts of compartments etc to keep all your food 

separate and fresh. Remember fresh fruit is best of all for a 

snack as it requires no packaging and is a very healthy 

choice. 

 

Our Solar Portal display outside the front office is up and 

running and has some great graphic displays of how our 

solar panels are operating. Please come and have a look - 

just follow the instructions up the wall beside the monitor.

 
 

Stonnington Sustainable Schools Expo is on tomorrow 

and the Level 1 and Level 4 students will be walking down 

to Malvern Town hall to participate in some of the 

performances. There is also a special Sustainable Living 

Expo at the Malvern Depot on Sunday. Full details at the 

website: http://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/www/

html/2801-sustainable-living-expo.asp  
 

Malcolm Dow 

Sustainability Coordinator 

BUILDING FUND 

DONATIONS 

 
Introduced for the first time in June 

2005, the Armadale Primary School 

Building Fund is a vehicle by which 

funds can be raised to support the ongoing improvement of the 

school buildings such as the replacement of the school spire. 

As an eligible fund all donations are tax deductible. An official 

Building Fund receipt will be issued. 

http://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/www/html/2801-sustainable-living-expo.asp
http://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/www/html/2801-sustainable-living-expo.asp


ENRICHMENT PROGRAM F OR GIFTED AND 

TALENTED STUDENTS AT ARMADALE 

PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 
I am very excited to be able to outline the details of our 

first enrichment program for 2009. At APS we offer a 

range of opportunities for students to participate in a 

wide variety of programs for talented students with 

some of these programs being externally provided. 

This term I am running a program which has a focus on 

learning technologies skill development, 

communication, creativity and is deliberately linked to 

the APS community. The intention of the program is 

have students articulate why they love learning at APS 

and to that end produce a DVD which encapsulates the 

schoolôs learning program, showcase student thoughts 

and opinions through interviews, incorporates past 

student memories and community involvement and 

hypothesises the future directions of the school. There is 

however scope within this intention for student input 

and creative licence with the main thrust of the program 

enabling  students to have ownership of the content, 

delivery and the final presentation. 

I plan to start working with the students early next week  

for one hour in the afternoons and please consider that 

there are many more opportunities for student 

participation in extra curricula activities at APS and that 

this is just the first of many. For example in early May I 

will be calling for expressions of interest from students 

wanting to participate in Tournament of the Minds to be 

held in July/August. Unlike this current project, TOM 

participants have strengths in maths/science & 

teamwork and this will of course suit other children. 

 

Teachers have nominated students through a fairly 

rigorous selection process that required students to be 

identified according to a stringent set of criteria. 

The criteria are as follows.  

The student is: 

¶ Working at or above 12 months ahead of 

VELS levels across disciplines. 

¶ Demonstrating  excellent oral communication 

skills 

¶ Demonstrating a high level of capacity or 

potential in using ICT and digital 

technologies 

¶  A highly independent  learner, self-managed 

and well organised 

¶ Demonstrating  creativity and imaginative 

thinking 

¶ Co-operative in a team environment and 

demonstrates high interpersonal skills 

 

The following students will be excited to learn of their 

selection for this first program and we look forward to 

them seizing this opportunity over the coming term: 

 

Level 1: 
Sami Skinner   1R 

 

Level 2: 

Yoo-Na Kim  2G 

Lara Bennett 2J 

Will Dixon 2J 

Matilda Bindley 2S 

James Montague 2S 

Edward Brown 2S 

Ava Mikulic 2P 

Millie McKellar 2W 

 

Level 3 
Alex Cominos 3N 

Charlotte Menzies King 3N 

Alexandra Miller 3N 

Victor Li   3J 

Shi-Mei Ewing  3J 

Jonty Lupson  3J 

William Pascoe 3P 

Eleanor Brown  3P 

Oscar Lund  3P 

Emily Furzer 3P 

 

Level 4 

Sarah West   4F 

Emma Murphy   4P 

Luke Cominos    4F 

Matthew Bickerdike  4F 

Alex Brindle   4F 

Lachie Brown  4P 

Jenna Golusin  4P 

Maxine Silbert 4P 

Julian Mihal 4P 

Millie Dalton 4F 

 

I look forward to working with these students and 

showcasing their talents during the course of the year. 

 A gentle reminder about extracurricular activities at 

lunchtimes: 

Craft club on Mondays, held in the library for Level 3 

and 4 children 

Science Club on Thursdays for levels 2, 3 and 4 

children. 

Chess club on Wednesdays 

Wanted: Any parents or grandparents who have a 

background in science, electronics/ electric circuits and 

can volunteer an hour on Thursdays, it would be greatly 

appreciated. Please contact me at the school. 

 

Kind regards 
 

Rochelle Cukier 



DO YOU HAVE SPARE KI TCHEN ITEMS FOR 

PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE FIRES? 

 

Thank you to those who have already donated kitchen 

items for Flowerdale residents who lost their homes in the 

recent fires. If you have any spare crockery and cutlery 

sets, pots and pans, egg whisks and egg flips, mugs, cups, 

utensils etc it is not too late to drop them to the front 

balcony of 29 Northcote Rd, Armadale (across the road 

from school) for direct delivery up to Flowerdale. 

At assembly this week,  Jason Kimberley of Cool Melbourne 

presented on Climate Change.   

Siyamack volunteered to be our 

planet and was asked to wear a 

big yellow jacket.  As he started 

to warm up, he simulated  our 

planet warming. By putting too 

much carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere we are creating a 

layer that is keeping the warm 

air in and causing our planet to 

warm.  

 

Jason spoke about the Human 

Sign event at St Kilda Beach on May 17th at 11AM and 

encouraged us all to be there to express our concerns about 

climate change.   

 

After assembly Jason presented to the Green team and level 

4s on the effects of what we do in every day life can have on 

our planet, people  and animals. He spoke about energy, 

water, paper, waste and biodiversity. He praised the kids and 

teachers for the great work being done in the school 

especially the nude food days. He said ñWe will save enough 

rubbish from landfill that could have filled Pedrina hallò. He 

ran an activity about trees and koalas and then just about 

every child shared what they felt could be done to help 

preserve our planet.  It was truly inspirational!   

 
We invite all Armadale families to be a part of the Human 

Sign on 17th May which will read ñCLIMATE CHANGE  ï 

OUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDSò . We will all meet at 

a central point on the day and hopefully will have enough 

families to fill out one letter. More information  to come 

before the event.     

 

For more information refer to www.live.org.au. Supported by 

Sustainability In Stonnington www.sisinc.com.au 
 

Jennifer Treacey 

A THANK YOU LETTER FROM JOHN LANDY 
FROM THE VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE APPEAL 
FUND 

To students, staff and parents at schools across Victoria,  
 
A big thank you from the Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund, 
to all of the school communities who so generously came 
together to raise almost $1 million to support the victims of 
the bushfires.  
 
Your efforts through casual dress day, gold coin donations 
and other fundraising events have made a major 
contribution to the Appeal Fund. 
 
This funding is already helping thousands of individuals 
and families whose homes have been lost or damaged, 
who have lost loved ones, have been severely injured, or 
who need assistance with getting back to work. 
 
Along with my colleagues on the independent advisory 
panel overseeing the allocation of these funds, further 
decisions are being made about how these funds will 
assist affected communities in the medium and longer 
term.  
 
The Panel will ensure that your money gets to those who 
need it, when they need it. 
 
If you have queries in the future about how your kind 
donations are being used to help you can visit www.dhs/
bushfireappeal  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
John Landy,  
Chair, Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund Advisory Panel  

http://www.live.org.au
http://www.sisinc.com.au
http://www.dhs/bushfireappeal
http://www.dhs/bushfireappeal


Malvern Location 
Mon, Wed, Sat & Sun  Music Wonderland (3 y.o.)  

Mon, Wed, Sat & Sun Junior Music (4-5 y.o.)  
Wed & Sun Young Musicians (6-8 y.o.)  

 

Enrol Now for Semester 2 2009!  

Call now for your FREE promotional DVD!  

Phone 1300 139 506 or visit www.yamahamusic.com.au 

  

 

             Chess Coaching    
 

         
         

            Have fun learning Chess!! 
 
    Where:     Armadale Primary School Hall 

    When:      Wednesday lunchtimes 

                      6th May to 17th Jun 2009 

    Cost:         12% discount for Cash Payments - 

                      $75 Cash or $85 Cheque - per child. 

    Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self esteem, 

                      attention span in class, lateral thinking, 

                      team work, analytical skills. 

 

  We cater for all skill levels! Each week different lessons 

are taught & games are played. A trophy is awarded to 

the ñBest & Fairestò player, and a Silver badge to 2nd 

place and a Bronze badge to 3rd place at the end of term. 

To enrol your child please make payment (per child) of 

$75 cash or $85 cheque prior  to Wednesday 6th May 

Cheques made payable to ñHooton Consulting Pty Ltdò  

 

       For more information contact 

Phil from 

            Checkmate Chess Coaching on 

               9598 2006 or 0421 901 530 

                www.lifecoaches.com.au 

   

Forward this section with your payment to your school office. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Childôs Full Name: ________________ 

Grade: ______ 

School: __________________________ 

 

Payment Due: Wednesday 6th May 

 

$75 cash:        or    $85 cheque:      
Attachments:  Term Calendar; Fundraising Event payment envelope 
(Advertised material is distributed with this newsletter. Whilst all care is taken to ensure 

validity we take no responsibility and imply no endorsement) 


