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COMING EVENTS  

Friday 20 March - Prep Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Friday 27 March - Icypole day 

Monday 2 March - Environment Sub-Committee Meeting 5.45pm at 4/32 Mercer Road 

Monday 2 March - Resources Sub-Committee Meeting 7.00pm in Principalôs office 

Friday 6 March - Curriculum Sub-Committee Meeting 8.00am in Principalôs office 

Friday 6 March - PFA Meeting 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Thursday 12 March - Sticks and Stones Performance L1-4 

Friday 20 March - L4 Volleyball Gala Day 

Friday 20 March - Sausage Sizzle 

Friday 1 May - L2 Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Dear Parents, 

 

Family Picnic 
What a fabulous roll up we 

had last Friday night for 

our óWelcome to Armadale 

Picnicô. I estimate that in 

excess of 50% of our 

school population was in 

attendance. It was terrific 

to see existing families 

mingling with new families during the course of the evening. 

The Life Be in It activities provided a great focus for the 

children giving mums and dads a chance to óchat and relaxô. 

My sincere thanks to the PFA for organising such a successful 

social event to kick start the year off.  

Additional Teaching Support 

During 2009 we are trialling a different approach to our 

staffing model. As you are aware, our classes are larger this 

year with the average class size being 24.6 children in 

comparison to 22.1 children in 2008. To compensate for these 

larger classes, we have four teachers (including myself) who 

will be providing additional support to class teachers 

throughout all of this year.  

In term 1, we have identified maths as the target area for 

support. When all of our teachers analysed the 2008 maths 

achievements at the start of this year, we identified 4 children 

across the school who were approximately twelve months 

below their expected achievement levels in maths and there 

were 33 children who were operating at twelve months above 

their expected achievement levels in maths. As a result, 

targeted intervention and enrichment programs have been 

established for all of these children in term 1. I am working 

with individual students in level 2 for several sessions each 

week and Rochelle Cukier is providing enrichment 

opportunities for a group of level 2 students several times a 

week. Peter Cracknell will be supporting level 3 students 

across the week and Malcolm Dow will be working with 

individual and small groups of level 4 students each week. On 

some occasions, our support teachers will be working in the 

classrooms and at other times they may work with individual 

and small groups of children in other spaces across the school.  

Over the course of the year, every effort will be made to track 

our students very carefully and to provide additional support 

where it is most needed. óChallenging to Achieveô is our 

school motto and we are committed to ensuring that 

achievement levels for ALL of our students are optimised.   

Each term I will provide a rundown of our support programs 

in the newsletter. If you have any queries on this matter, donôt 

hesitate to give me a call.   
 

Sub Committee Meetings 
Next week we will begin the first round of subcommittee 

meetings for 2009. Our School Council decision making is 

informed by the hard work of our three subcommittees: 

Resources ï  which focuses on the financial operation of 

the school 

Environment ï which oversees the maintenance and 

development of the schoolôs facilities 

Curriculum ï  which reviews and develops curriculum 

and any related policy documentation. 

Please note that whilst these subcommittees have a core group 

of members from school council, they are open to any 

members of our school community to attend. I will publish the 

main agenda items of each meeting in the newsletter in the 

week prior to these meetings, so if you see any items of 

business that you are particularly interested in, then feel 

welcome to come along to the meeting and contribute to the 

discussion.  

The main agenda items for the next round of meetings 

include: 

Environment ï 5:45pm Monday 2nd March at 4/32 Mercer 

Road  - Habitat Garden, Economic Stimulus Package ï 
Building the Education Revolution, Weather Vane, Next 

Working Bee 

Resources ï 7:00pm Monday 2nd March at school (Jimôs 

office) ï Review of accounts/expenditure, Investment Policy, 

OOSHC update, Uniform Shop Report, Fundraising, New 
Account Signatories & Term Deposit Investment. 

Curriculum ï 8:00am Friday 6th March at school (Jimôs 

office) - Draft Annual Implementation Plan, Camping 

Program, Environment Policy & Update of School Website.  

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au/


ART NEWS 
ARTIST OF THE WEEK:  Daisy Alekna (1R) - For 

her detailed collage of a dog out of printed paper. 

Very creative Daisy, well done! 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: (2G) ï For their good listening 

skills when learning how to create block prints out of polystyrene. 

Fantastic work 2G! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : 

 Thank you to all the parents who have supplied the art room with 

materials. I have received wonderful bits and pieces for the 

students to use in their own art making and also lots of newspapers 

for the tables.  

 

MUSIC NEWS 
MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: (3N) ï For their 

enthusiasm, good sense of rhythm and ability to 

improvise when performing the song, ñWhack, Bang, 

Crashò. Great work 3N! 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCE: ñSTICKS & STONESò  

On March 12, 2009 all students from Armadale Primary School 

will have the opportunity to watch a Brainstorm Productions 

performance called, ñSticks & Stonesò. This performance supports 

the You Can Do It! Program. It encourages students not to be 

victims of bullying and provides them with strategies to cope in the 

event of bullying. The performance will take place in Pedrina Hall, 

parents are welcome to attend.  

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. Please 

contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/children would 

like to play/perform for us.  

AFTERSCHOOL MUSIC TUITION ï Brochures and 

Information about each program can be picked up from the 

Office.  

Creative Music: Offers tuition for Level 1 - 4 students in 

keyboard, guitar and recorder. 

Red Notes: Offers tuition in brass, woodwind and percussion 

instruments.  

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room.  

¶ Please bring along your choir folder/music sheets to 

this weekôs practice.  

 

Amanda Tiller 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE (EMA)  
LAST WEEK TO APPLY 

The  EMA is paid to parents of eligible students under 16 years of 

age who are enrolled at a Government or non-Government School 

in Victoria on census day, 27 February 2009 for instalment 1 and 

7 August 2009 for the second instalment. You must: 

§ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 

pensioner or be a foster parent; and  

§ submit your application to the school office by Friday 27 

February 2009. 
Applications must be made in person and original benefits cards 

must be sighted. Forms are now available from the office. 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL  

 
As an environmentally responsible school we aim to 

reduce our paper use wherever possible. Our 

newsletter is produced on 100% post consumer waste 

paper but we also encourage parents to receive the weekly 

newsletter by email or to read it on our school website each week 

at www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au in the ñParentsò section.  

 

If you would like to receive (or continue from last year) the 

newsletter in 2009  by email rather than a hard copy please 

contact Maggie Brown in the Office or by email at 

brown.margaret.c@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

YOU CAN DO IT AWARDS  

 

1C Charlotte Gatehouse For showing enthusiasm during her learning activities and for always being kind to others. 
Lovely to see Charlotte.  

1P Celia Dixon For being an enthusiastic learner and for being friendly towards others.  

1R Harry Fox For settling well into our class and for working and playing nicely with others. Well done 
Harry! 

2G Daisy Upfal For being a responsible Computer Monitor - she always makes sure her job is done. Well 
done Daisy. 

2J Alice Menzies-King For showing kindness and excellent getting along strategies with her fellow classmates. 

2P Angelique Lignos For her enthusiastic approach to writing tasks during literacy sessions. 

2S Isabelle Drohn For using some excellent getting along language with her friends and classmates! 

2W Jemima Officer For demonstrating excellent "getting along" skills and being a cooperative and helpful 
learning partner. 

3J Lili Picciani For demonstrating confidence when assisting others to make paper cranes. 

3N Jordan Doelling For much improved, neat bookwork. Keep it up! 

3P James Gray CƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƳǇƛǊŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǳƳπ
pire may have been wrong. Great sportsmanship James! 

4F Jessica Osburn For her positive commitment to her work. 

4P Maxine Silbert For her positive approach to her work and valuable contributions to our bubble debate. 
Well done. 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

What a great turn out for our school picnic last Friday night, 

it was fantastic to see so many families at the school on a 

Friday night. The BBQ was running hot, the gourmet 

hampers a plenty, the tennis courts were packed with 

children having a fabulous time, thanks to the ñLife Be In 

Itò team, and the parents were able to have catch up and 

chat.  Thanks to all that came and we hope you enjoyed the 

night. 

 

CLASS LISTS 

If you havenôt filled in your details to add to the class lists, 

please do so ASAP so we can distribute them. 

 

EASTER HAMPERS 

This year we will have a HUGE Easter raffle. We are 

therefore asking that each family donate an Easter egg so we 

may put together some fantastic raffle prizes. Please leave 

your Egg donation in the boxes provided at the office. 

 

DONôT FORGET 

Icy poles @ $1 on sale at lunchtime on Fridays during term 

1 and quality sunscreen on sale in the office for your childôs 

school bag. 
 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 
 

 

3J PARENTS COFFEE MORNING 

 

We would like to invite all 3J parents to a 

morning tea to meet other parents in the 

class. So come along tomorrow, Friday 27 

February, straight after 9.00am drop off at 

Rouge Café courtyard in Beatty Avenue 

(next to the milk bar). 

 

Vicki Lloyd and Suzanne Richardson 

STUDENT BANKING DAY  
 

Our new Bank Day is Tuesday 

 

Please send all Dollarmites / Youthsaver Bank 

books to the office on Tuesday. 

STUDENT WELLBEING AT ARMADALE 

PRIMARY  

 

Young people thrive in school when they feel happy, 

confident and secure.  Most children adjust to the 

challenges of school and find it exciting and fun however 

some students experience problems at school. 

The health and well being of our students is paramount at 

Armadale and we endeavour to place their wellbeing first.  

Jim and I work very closely with students guiding them 

through any problems or difficulties they may be having 

and we work with all our teachers to ensure Armadale is a 

safe and supportive school environment We have a range of 

various student support services that we can access when 

the need arises which includes: guidance officers and 

psychologists, social workers, and specialist consultant 

teachers. Kelly Scoble our visiting psychologist who works 

with other schools in Stonnington is based at our school 

every Wednesday. 

 

Teachers who are concerned about studentsô behaviours or 

emotions which are inhibiting and impacting on their 

learning in classes are invited to attend our student 

wellbeing meetings held every Wednesday morning at 

8.30am. A round table discussion is held at these meetings 

and only after considered professional dialogue and 

parental consent will a child be referred to Kelly for 

counselling and/or assessment. Kelly will then continue to 

counsel a student and have in place supportive structures. 

Not all children who teachers or parents are concerned 

about will need to be referred to Kelly. As a government 

primary school our resources in this regard are finite and 

parents are more than welcome to seek support from private 

professional practices. 

 

Should parents have any other issues or concerns about 

their childôs wellbeing at Armadale please feel free to make 

a time to come and chat and share a cup of coffee. Quite 

often we can talk about proactive strategies and develop 

together a consistent plan of action that supports and 

connects home with school and facilitates your childôs 

learning, connectedness with peers and emotional 

development whilst in school. 

 

I have no doubt at all that students are better prepared for 

learning when they are healthy, safe and happy.  

    

Rochelle Cukier 

Assistant Principal 

BOOK CLUB  

 

New Scholastic Book Club bro-

chures are available outside the 

office. 

 

If parents would like to place 

an order please return the form 

with payment to the office by 

Friday 13 March. 



The Port Melbourne Soccer Club  
Play The Greatest Game Of All 

Small Sided Football �± 5 to 8 Year Old  
Just Fun, Fun, Fun Starts Wednesday 4th March 

Girls, Girls, Girls �± Ages 11 to 16  
�,�W�¶�V���1�R�W���-�X�V�W���)�R�U���%�R�\�V 

Boys U10,U12,U14,U16,U18  
Come And Play On The Best ground In  

Melbourne 
Call Or Email Nicki Zapantis 0402237408  

                   nicki@koko.com.au  for more info 

Prahran Junior Football Club  
C e l e b r a t in g 1 0 y e a r s               P a s s i o n a t e C ommun i t y P a r t i c i p a t i o n 

�8�����·�6���D�Q�G���8�����·�6 
Now is the time to tell any friends or interested players wishing to play for 
PJFC in 2008, to join up.  
�3�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���0�D�G�H�O�L�Q�H���2�·�&�R�Q�Q�R�U�����5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�U�����R�Q�������������������������� 

****REGISTRATIONS ARE STILL OPEN ****  

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 

DISTRICT SWIMMING RE PORT 

 

On Thursday 12th February, students from years 4, 5 and 6 went down to Harold Holt swimming pool to do the 

swimming trials and house sports. It was a lovely day! As well as participating in the trials we also joined in with 

our house for some fun games. Everyone 

tried their hardest. It was a really fun day!  

   

From there, 28 students were chosen for the 

District Swimming Sports. They were, Allira 

L, Jack M, Zoe M, Jack B, Jenna G, Luke C, 

Annalise B, Julia C, Andrew T, Louis T, 

Matthew B, Xin W, Grace B, Sarah W, 

Lachie B, Austin H, Louis N, Gabriella L, 

Eleanor B, Holly D, Emily F, Anna W, James 

S, Lachie F, Harrison G, Daniel A, Alex C 

and Max B. It was held at Prahran Swimming 

Centre. It was a sunny hot day at Prahran 

which was good for a nice refreshing swim. 

There were at least 9 schools competing so it 

was a challenge for Armadale. There were a 

lot of parents and children cheering on for 

everybody!  

 

We would like to say thank you to Mr. Cracknell and the other teachers and parents that helped the students. 

Everyone probably knew that all the kids had fun. And well done to the students that made it through to the Zones. 

They are Allira L, Lachie B, Xin W, James S, Gabriella L, Anna W, Emily F and Holly D. 

 

Allira L and Jack M 

Swimming Captains 


