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NEWSLETTER NO. 9 ¹  2 APRIL 2009  
 

COMING EVENTS  
 

Friday 3 April - End of term - 2.30pm dismissal 

Monday 20 April - Term 2 commences 9.00am 

Wednesday 29 April - Jason Kimberley presents on Climate Change at assembly 

Friday 1 May           - Mothersô Day Stall 

Friday 1 May - L2 Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Sunday 17 May - Climate Change Human Sign at St Kilda beach 

Friday 19 June         - Armadale Primary Fundraiser Argo Hotel 

Dear Parents, 

 
Term One Reflections 

As I reflect on what has been a very busy term one, I can only 

now wonder as to the exciting opportunities that lie ahead for the 

remainder of 2009. Who would have thought that all Australian 

schools would have the opportunity to access millions of dollars 

in additional funding to improve facilities and programs for 

students? Last year our school planned to equip each classroom 

with an interactive whiteboard in the next 12 ï 24 months with 

the help of local fundraising. If all goes according to plan this 

could now come to fruition next term!  At school council last 

year, we also endorsed a five year plan to work towards replacing 

Pedrina Hall and now there is a very real chance that this could 

happen later this year.  How quickly the educational landscape 

has changed this term. 

This year started so smoothly and all students have since 

knuckled down during term one to strongly engage in their 

classroom learning programs. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our hard working teaching staff on their 

efforts to ensure that personalised learning programs for all 

students have been established during this term. Our 2008 

Annual Report clearly demonstrates our focus of academic 

excellence at Armadale PS and the introduction of our support 

programs this term (with additional staff providing targeted 

support for each level of the school) will help to ensure that we 

continue to optimise the student achievement levels throughout 

the remainder of 2009. Thank you also to the many parents who 

have had the opportunity to support the school in some way 

during the term - we could not continue to achieve wonderful 

results without your help! Parents and teachers working together 

to forge strong home-school partnerships continues to be an 

outstanding feature of our school.  

 

2008 Annual Report  

Armadale Primary Schoolôs 2008 Annual Report is now 

available on our school website. I would encourage all parents to 

take 5 - 10 minutes to have a look at this report at some stage. It 

documents a year of wonderful achievements during 2008 and 

provides a clear summary of the overall academic progress of our 

students. The future directions component of this report will also 

give you a flavour of where the school is heading in 2009 and 

beyond. 

My sincere thanks to the few parents who expressed interest in 

attending the presentation of this report last Monday night. 

Unfortunately this session was cancelled as only a handful of 

attendance confirmations were received prior to the session.  

 

Swimming Program 

Over the last few weeks we have trialled a new swimming 

program at Lauriston Pool for our level three and four students. 

As we near the end of this first trial program, it has been pleasing 

to obtain some very positive parent feedback about the program. 

As well as having access to improved facilities, the intensive 

program has also facilitated very pleasing skill development for 

our students. Level two students will be undertaking their 

swimming program next term at Lauriston and we will then 

undertake some evaluations of the overall program.  I would like 

to take this opportunity to again thank Peter Cracknell for all of 

the planning and work he has put into getting this new program 

up and running. Sincere thanks also to the many parents over the 

last fortnight who have accompanied groups down to the pool 

and provided assistance with getting the children into the pool 

and also preparing them to come back to school after their swim.   

 

Level 4 Initiative/Teamwork Program  

I had the pleasure of working with our level 4 students last 

Friday morning as part of an initiative/teamwork program. My 

group had to complete a scavenger hunt around the school that 

required them to find some very abstract and creative items. I 

was so impressed with the thinking and teamwork that took place 

during my scavenger hunt that I thought I would share some of 

the responses in this newsletter ï  

¶ Find something that canôt be drawn.                                                                   

Responses ï studentsô feelings and personalities / the future 

¶ Find something that represents hope.                                                                           

Response ï The Australian Flag  

¶ Find something from the future.                                                                                     

Responses ï A new school hall / robotic teachers 

¶ Find something infinite.                                                                                                    

Responses ï Nature / friendships / a circle 

¶ Find something that is the opposite of something else.                                              

Response ï Our young ideas against the old heritage 

buildings of our school.  

¶ Find something terrifying.                                                                                                 

Responses ï We live in nice homes and have a nice school 

and there is so much poverty in the world. / Mr Cracknell 

wearing Carlton merchandise. 

¶ Find an unanswerable question.    Responses ï How many 

times has the bell rung at Armadale PS? / Will the school 

ever close? / Where does the heart of the school beat?  

 What clever and creative children we have at Armadale! 

 

Have a wonderful Easter everyone and I hope the Easter Bunny 

manages to drop some goodies off at your house.  

Donôt forget that children will be dismissed at 2:30pm on Friday 

3rd April after our final assembly for the term.  

I look forward to seeing everyone back for the start of term 2 on 

Monday 20th April.   

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 
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YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  
will resume in Term 2  

ART NEWS 
¶ There will be no art awards this week. Art 

awards will start again in term 2, week 2. 

 

ART MATERIALS: Glass jars, hard plastic 

containers, old stockings and/or tights for puppets.  

 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

¶ There will be no music awards this week. 

Music awards will start again in term 2, 

week 2.  

 

LEVEL 2 CHOIR ï  

Friday, 8.15am (SHARP) in the Infant Hall 

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR ï  

Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room. This week students will be 
receiving their new songs for Term 2.  

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

ATTENTION ALL YOUNG MUSICIANS : 48 th STATE 

MUSIC CAMP ï 29th-4th July 

In June/July each year young Victorian instrumentalists are 

offered an opportunity to perform great music under leading 

Australian conductors, at the State Music Camp.  

During the camp week studentsô musical development is 

impressive and they often talk about the camp for years 

afterwards. Also, they enjoy contact with other players and 

have the opportunity to perform in a public concert.  

If you are a competent musician and are interested in 

participating, forms are available at the OFFICE. 

Auditions are conducted to place students in the orchestra most 

suited to their standard and age.  

Applications must be in by Friday 1 May.  

AUSTRALIAN BOYSô CHOIR 

Ellison Guss was recently invited through the 

school visit process to attend a formal audition for the 

Australian Boysô Choir in early March. Approximately 30 boys 

aged 8-9 from Victoria were asked to audition in Hawthorn. No 

formal training or lessons were necessary or undertaken. The 

audition itself was a combination of repeating back sung 

phrases, rhythm exercises and regular reading (words not 

music) which Ellison very much enjoyed. Ellison has now been 

formally invited to join the Australian Boysô Choir and will 

start training with them in singing, reading music and enjoying 

the camps offered We all wish Ellison luck with this exciting 

new opportunity.  

 

Amanda Tiller 
 

 
 

The band Olivia, Jonty, Julian 

and Riley  


