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NEWSLETTER NO. 5 ¹  5 MARCH 2009  
 

COMING EVENTS  

Friday 6 March - Curriculum Sub-Committee Meeting 8.00am in Principalôs office 

Friday 6 March - PFA Meeting 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 6 March - Icypole day 

Monday 9 March  - Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 10 March - Central Zone Swimming Carnival 10.00am-12.30pm (selected children) 

Thursday 12 March - Sticks and Stones Performance L1-4 

Friday 13 March - Sausage Sizzle please note amended date  (permission & payment envelope required) 

Friday 20 March - L4 Volleyball Gala Day (permission & payment envelope required) 

Monday 23 March - School photos 

Friday 1 May - L2 Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Dear Parents, 

 
School Leaders 

I had the pleasure of presenting all of our Year 6 children with 

their leadership certificates and badges at this weekôs assembly.  

Our student leadership program is a very important part of our 

school.  Students are able to access many leadership roles during 

their 7 years at APS such as Junior School Council and the Green 

Team to mention just a couple.  The varied skills that they 

develop along the way equip them well to lead the school in 

some area during their final year at Armadale. I congratulate our 

Year 6 students on their new roles and I have every confidence 

that they will meet the responsibilities of these roles with spirit 

and enthusiasm. 

Parental Concerns 
Ever picked up your child at the end of the day and before youôre 

even out of the school gate youôve heard all about some drama 

between your child and another child during the school day?  

(Now with approximately 320 students in the school we do have 

some minor infractions from time to time, but we are very 

fortunate with our wonderful students that these a few and far 

between.)  As a parent, itôs tempting to jump to your childôs 

defence and approach the other child concerned in the drama in 

an effort to ósort things outô. 

Under NO circumstances is this an appropriate course of 

action. An approach to a child from another parent can be 

extremely intimidating and distressing for that child. In these 

situations, I implore you to speak to your childôs teacher or 

Rochelle or myself to pass on the details of the situation so that 

we may follow it up appropriately. Each childôs perception and 

recall of a situation can be quite different and so itôs important 

that we gather as much information about a problem before we 

decide on a course of action. We have introduced a new data base 

this year for logging all incidents that occur between students and 

we also have very thorough procedures in place for ensuring that 

every situation is managed in a fair and just manner. I thank you 

in anticipation of your support on this very important matter. 

 

Parking Woes 

I know I only mentioned this a few weeks ago in the newsletter 

but I have been approached by several parents again this week 

about the limited parking around the school. Obviously as an 

inner city school we have limited options for dealing with this 

frustrating situation, so it comes back to the school to try and 

encourage appropriate driver behaviours. 

The handful of five minute parking bays either side of the school 

should only be used for parents who do a ï 

 Stop ï drop off ï and go 
Or a 

 Stop ï pick up ï and go. 
As a tight knit community school, we have lots of parents who 

meet in the school grounds before and after school each day for a 

chat. If you are coming into the school, I ask that you park up the 

road or in a nearby street. This would help to free up spaces for 

those parents who need to drop off or pick up quickly.  By all 

working together, Iôm sure we can establish a fair system for all 

drivers and ensure that each childôs safety is optimised. 

 

Labour Day Holiday 

Please note that the school will be closed next Monday 9th March 

for the annual Labour Day Holiday.  I hope everyone has an 

enjoyable long weekend. 

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

School Leaders Allira Lignos Luke Cominos 

House Leaders   

 Densham Christian Forbes Stephanie Hrysomallis 

 Rose Jenna Golusin Remi Picciani 

 Northcote Briony Somerville Jack Bainger 

Munro Zoe Martin Melvin Li 

Library Joshua Davey Jessica Osburn 

  Siyamack Ghazipour Louis Hagedorn-Symes 

Green Team Alex Brindle Georgia Ghanakas 

Sports Shed Annalise Bindley Andrew Tsaconas 

Interschool 

Sports 

Jack Martin Julia Clarke 

Student Council Maxine Silbert Louis Taffs 

Buddies Justin Lack Jane Wells 

ICT Phillip Stojanovic Matthew Bickerdike 

Rhys Stoffels 

Choir Jared Ellwood Annebelle King 

YCDI Xin Wang Julian Mihal 
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ART NEWS 
ARTIST OF THE WEEK:  Sam McLellan (2J) - For 

his time and patience when creating his clay lizard. 

Great joining, smoothing and lizard effects Sam! 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 4F ï For persisting to develop 

their skills in using soft pastels. Your patience and 

experimentation have paid off - excellent self portraits! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : Cardboard boxes/containers for 

construction and shoe box lids (Level 1).  

 

MUSIC NEWS 
MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 4P ï For working 

co-operatively in groups to create their own name 

rhythm ostinatos. Well done! 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCE: ñSTICKS & 

STONESò  

On March 12, 2009 all students from Armadale Primary School 

will have the opportunity to watch a Brainstorm Productions 

performance called, ñSticks & Stonesò. This performance supports 

the You Can Do It! Program. It encourages students not to be 

victims of bullying and provides them with strategies to cope in the 

event of bullying. The performance will take place in Pedrina Hall, 

parents are welcome to attend.  

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. Please 

contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/children would 

like to play/perform for us.  

¶ Thank you to Gabriella Lignos, Emily Furzer, Holly 

Dalton & Anna Wolfe for performing a chant about the 

upcoming ZONE swimming sports. Great words and 

actions girls! 

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room.  

¶ Please bring along your choir folder/music sheets to 

this weekôs practice.  

¶ Welcome to Annebelle King who is one of our choir 

leaders for 2009. Annebelle will share the role with 

Jared Ellwood.  

 

Amanda Tiller 

YOU CAN DO IT AWARDS  

 

1C Jacob Sayers Niemann For being an enthusiastic learner and for always using excellent manners. Well done 
Jacob.  

2P Ava Mikulic For demonstrating excellent 'Getting Along' skills with everybody in her 2009 class. 

2S Lucien Catrice For working like a champion on his activities throughout the day. Well done Lucien!!!!! 

2W Yasmin Edwards For demonstrating greater confidence and persistence in all areas of her work. Keep it 
up Yasmin! 

3J Sophie Hemingway For demonstrating a positive attitude towards all school activities. Keep it up Sophie! 

3N Alex Cominos For being a friendly, cooperative helper for our new student! You're a star! 

3P Oscar Lund CƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŦƛǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ aŀǘƘǎ IŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
Oscar!! 

4F Louis Nash                   For his enthusiastic approach to all group and class work 

4P Riley Sherry For being enthusiastic and demonstrating a positive approach to her maths work. 

JUNIOR CHOIR (LEVEL 2)  
 

Choir practice will start on Friday 13 

March at 8.15 in the Infant Hall for all 

children who have returned their 

confirmation notes. 

Thank you. 

 

Colleen Johnson 

BOOK CLUB  

 
New Scholastic Book Club brochures are 

available outside the office. 

 

If parents would like to place an order 

please return the form with payment to 

the office by next Friday 13 March. 

DRESS UPS NEEDED 

 
OOSHC is in desperate need of dress ups or 

small adult clothing or shoes for the children.  

 

If parents would like to donate any items please 

bring them to Pedrina Hall. 

HOUSE POINTS 

  

Rose won this weekôs house points. 

Congratulations to all the children in 

Rose. 

Rose 

 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

COMING EVENTS  

Friday 6 March       Icypole Day 

                          PFA meeting Pedrina Hall 9.00am 

  Level 3 Morning Tea (Rouge Café) 

  Level 4 Morning Tea (Rose Street Gallery) 

Friday 13 March  Level 4 Sausage Sizzle  

Friday 20 March     Prep Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Friday 3 April          Easter Raffle 

Friday 1 May          Level 2 Parentsô Cocktail Party 

Friday 8 May  Mothersô Day lunch (The Great Provider 12pm) 

Friday 29 May School Cocktail Party 

 

EASTER EGGS ééé.PLEASE 

One easter egg per family to be donated for our SENSATIONAL 

Easter Raffle. 

Please put your egg in the box in the office ASAP. 

 

MORNING TEAS ï Level 3 & Level 4 

A Level 3 morning tea will be held tomorrow, Friday 6 March 

2009, at Rouge Café in Beatty Ave and a Level 4 morning tea will 

also be held tomorrow at Rose Street Gallery.  Hope to see lots of 

you there, after school drop off, as these morning teas are always 

are great chance to catch up. 

 

PFA MEETING ï Tomorrow  

PFA meeting will be held tomorrow Friday 6 March in Pedrina 

Hall at 9.00am. All welcome! 

 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE (Level 4) 

Level 4's are the first off the rank for the internal sausage sizzle this 

year. It will be held on Friday 13 March 2009.  The Level 4 Class 

Reps appreciate that enthusiasm for helping may fall off at Level 4 

but your help would really be appreciated.  So, please contact your 

Class Reps if you are able to offer some help. 

 

MOTHERSô DAY LUNCH  

An exciting venue has been booked for our Armadale Primary 

Mothersô Day lunch - The Great Provider at St Kilda Marina (at 

12.00pm).  So please put Friday 8 May in your diaries and we hope 

to see you all there.   We will keep you posted re RSVP and 

payment details. 

 

SCHOOL COCKTAIL PARTY  

This is sure to be THE event of 2009!!  An amazing venue, 

fantastic prizes, great people and of course a wonderful cause, 

Armadale Primary School.  This Cocktail Party will be an event 

you will definitely not want to miss so please put Friday 29 May in 

your diaries now.  As it is the major fundraising event for the year, 

we really hope to see you all there.  All details will follow shortly. 

 

ICYPOLES & SUNSCREEN 

Icypoles for $1.00 on sale tomorrow and sunscreen available to 

purchase in the office. 
 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 
 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE LEVEL 4  

Friday 13 March Level 4 will be running a sausage sizzle for the 

whole school. Would all parents please sign the payment / 

permission envelope with todayôs newsletter and return it to your 

class teacher by Tuesday 10 March. If anyone can help out on this 

day please speak to one of the class reps. 

 

LEVEL 4 COFFEE MORNING  

A reminder to all Level 4 parents about morning tea tomorrow at 

the Rose Street Gallery straight after drop off. Hope to see you all 

there. 

 

Anne Howley, Kate Dalton, Suzanne Cilia & Robyn Martin 

Level 4 Class Representatives 

ZONE SWIMMING SPORTS  
 

Next Tuesday morning a number of 

children will be participating in the 

Central Zone Swimming sports. If any parents of the children 

attending need help with transport please contact Libby Brown, 

Julia Lignos or Katherine Wolfe. Meet on the Densham Road front 

steps at 9.00am on Tuesday. 

EARLY YEARS CLASSROOM HELPERS  

 

If you are available to help and have done 

so before, please contact your childôs 

teacher. If you have not been a Classroom 

Helper before, please read the following 

information. 

To operate as effectively as possible, our Literacy 

Program benefits enormously from parent support in the 

classroom. We do require that our helpers have insight 

into how they can best assist. Parents are used to raising 

children at home but in a classroom setting we are 

working with a range of children on planned tasks with a 

specific outcome. 

If you would like to assist in the classroom during the 

Literacy Block, we require that you complete three 45 

minute sessions on ñBeing a Classroom Helperò. These 

sessions will be held in Pedrina Hall from 9.05am to 

9.45am on: Thursday 12th March, Tuesday 17th March 

and Monday 23rd March. 

Please complete the following form and return it to your 

childôs teacher by Tuesday 10th March. 

 

Pauline Eldredge 

Early Years Literacy Co-ordinator 

CLASSROOM HELPERS 

 

I would like to help in the classroom in 2009 and will 

attend the ñBeing a Classroom Helperò sessions. 

 

Name: _________________________________ 

Childôs Name: ___________________  Class: _____ 

 

Please return to your childôs teacher by  

Tuesday 10 March 



SUPERCLUBSPLUS  
 

All students from levels 2-4 have been introduced to 

SuperClubsPLUS in their ICT sessions this term, and have been 

given their usernames and passwords so that they can access it 

both at school and at home. 

 

Below is an extract from the SuperclubsPlus information booklet 

which gives more background to the project. 

 

ñSuperClubsPLUS Australia is a wholly safe, actively protected, 

social learning network for young children 6-12 years. Think, My 

Space, Bebo or You Tube (the social networking phenomena)... 

but specifically designed for kids AND with a very strong learning 

dimension throughout. And of course, no advertisements and with 

content appropriate to young children. 

And unlike other children's web sites like Club Penguin and 

Habbo, SuperClubsPLUS Australia is completely safe. 

Intuitive Media Australia, La Trobe University and Telstra 

Foundation, together with a range of partners, including the 

Victorian Dept for Education and Early Childhood 

Development and other State Depts of Education, have combined 

to deliver SuperClubsPLUS to children and their teachers from 

September 2008.  

 

We keep children safe by first validating all SuperClubsPLUS 

members through their schools, so we know every child is a real 

child. Our fully trained Mediators (all of whom are teachers) then 

actively mediate all children's activities (uploading 

media, publishing articles, building personalised web pages, 

running their own clubs, completing projects, 

joining discussion forums, chatting with friends, achieving their 

ICT 'Star Awards', participating in 'Hot Seats' - the list of learning 

activities is extensive and growing weekly). The same mediators 

also stimulate and encourage the children as they grow in online 

confidence.  

 

In addition, many of the activities in SuperClubsPLUS are 

specifically designed to engage the children in practising 

strategies to keep themselves safe online - including working to 

get their 'Safe Online' Star Award; and from 10 February 2009, 

their 'extended' Cybersmart Badge ("I'm Super Cybersmart"). 

ACMA, the Commonwealth government's agency for Internet 

Safety are working with us on the Cybersmart Badge, and are 

accrediting all children that achieve this badge as being Safe 

Online. And as well as the badge, children will also get a 

certificate from SuperClubsPLUS and ACMA.  

 

We are presently approaching 50,000 primary children registered 

in Australia, growing by about 2-3,000 children weekly. 

In the UK SuperClubsPLUS is presently enjoyed by up to 200,000 

children and 14,000 primary teachers, and is supported by UK 

governments, including the Dept for Children, Schools and 

Families (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk).  

 

SuperClubsPLUS Australia represents our very own version of 

this phenomenal project, with Australian content, activities and 

with all the ICT curriculum outcomes for ALL of the states 

comprehensively mapped to the SuperClubsPLUS Star Awards 

system.ò 

 

If you would like further information about the program and how 

we are utilizing it at Armadale Primary School, please contact me, 

or check the website for yourself: www.superclubsplus.com 

 

Malcolm Dow 

ICT Coordinator 

EXTRA -CURRICULAR ACT IVITIES AT 

ARMADALE PRIMARY SCH OOL!                      
 

At Armadale Primary school, not only do we provide an excellent 

academic learning program within the whole school curriculum 

that is governed by the VELS,  beyond that we  provide a varied 

extra-curricular program that affords our students the 

opportunities to engage and extend their learning, their emotional 

well-being and development and their socialisation skills.    

     

Did you know that? 

¶ On Mondays, children can come into the 

library at lunchtimes and explore their 

creative side at the brand new CRAFT 

CLUB.  

¶ On  Tuesdays at recess, children in level 1 

and 2 can come into the library and check 

out SuperClubsPLUS, or continue their reading for the 

Premierôs Reading Challenge, and refine their increasing ICT 

skills 

¶ On Wednesdays, children can extend their skills of thinking, 

strategies and gamesmanship when they play each other at 

CHESS 

¶ On Thursdays at recess, children in level 

3 and 4 can come into the library and 

check out SuperClubsPLUS, go onto 

Mathletics, undertake further 

research  and refine their increasing ICT 

skills 

¶ On Thursdays at lunchtime, children can come into the Art 

room for the amazing new SCIENCE/ELECTRONICS 

CLUB 

¶  On Friday mornings before school at 8.20 children can 

demonstrate their singing talents at either the JUNIOR (level 

2) OR SENIOR CHOIRS (level 3 and 4). 

¶ On Fridays at lunchtime, Mr Dow runs the 

GARDEN CLUB where children can learn 

and practise sustainability strategies which 

can be incorporated into gardens at home. 

         

And you thought you were busy!! 

If there are any parents or grandparents who would like to assist in 

any of our clubs please contact Rochelle at the school. 
 

Rochelle Cukier 

Assistant Principal 

APRIL HOLIDAY PROGRA M 
 

Parents, 

Yes, the school holidays have come around 

again. 

April Holiday Program has lots of new exciting 

activities that the kids will love so please book in asap so you 

donôt miss out on a spot. Bookings opened yesterday on 

Wednesday 4th March. Please fill in the registration form attached 

to this weekôs newsletter. 

Any questions please see Katie at OOSHC. 

 

Katie Wallman 

OOSHC Director 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk
http://www.superclubsplus.com/


NETBALL PLAYERS WANTED  
Grade 4 and Grade 5 Girls  

 
We are starting a new Armadale Primary School 
Netball team. 
If anyone is interested in playing please contact: 
 
Robyn Martin 9509 8676 / 0412799512 or 
Heather King 9500 8683 / 0418950920 

LOST 
A silver cross was lost in the 

playground on Tuesday. If anyone has 

found it could they please hand it in to 

the office.  

GREEN TEAM NEWS 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were elected as  

Green Team class reps and deputies for 2009: 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first event for the year was the Schools Clean Up Day 

last Friday. Our Green Team worked particularly well in the 

warm, windy weather to clean up all the bits and pieces 

around the school grounds. We also talked about longer term 

solutions to try to reduce the waste that is created at our 

school. Stay tuned for more news about this in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Our Gardening Group also started 

last week, clearing out some of 

the old summer vegies to make 

way for our new autumn crop 

(when it rains). Here are some of 

the group with some of the 

vegetables we harvested. 

 

 

Malcolm Dow 

Green Team Coordinator 

  Class     Class Rep     Deputy  

    1R Flossie Corsham Enzo Iezzi 

    1P Brett Boscacci Bella Houghton-Allen 

     1C Charlotte Gatehouse Jacob Sayers Niemann 

    2W Harriet Upfal  Millie McKellar 

    2G Celia Cody Finn Patterson 

     2J Sophie Bessell William Purdie 

    2P  Jessica Hannebery Marco Misaipon 

     2S Millie Sweeney  Henry Hayman 

    3J Giorgia McLaughlin  Bill Goers 

    3N Ashleigh Osburn  Harriet Conheady  

    3P Alexia Tsaconas Molly Nash 

    4P Rhys Stoffels  Ryan Higgins 

    4F Annalise Bindley  Stephanie Bounos 

HOST FAMILIES WISHING TO HOST AN 
EXCHANGE STUDENT 

 
Should you and your family wish to host an 
Exchange Student from Italy, Germany, Belgium, 
France, Holland, Brazil or Japan for any length of 
time and can afford to provide her or him with 
their meal and a bed , please contact their 
coordinator, Klaus Schumann, on (03)97584279. 
Look forward to speaking with you. 
 
Klaus Schumann 
WEP Community Coordinator 


