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NEWSLETTER NO. 13 ¹ 14 MAY 2009  
 

COMING EVENTS  

Friday 15 May - Class Reps Meeting at 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 15 May - L1 Excursion to Botanical Gardens 

Friday 15 May - L4 Hockey Gala Day 

Sunday 17 May - Climate Change Human Sign at St Kilda beach 

Tuesday 19 May - Open Evening 6.00-8.00pm 

Thursday 21 May - L1-4 Teambeat Drumming incursion 

Saturday 30 May - Working Bee L1 

Friday 19 June         - Armadale Primary Fundraiser Argo Hotel 

Dear Parents, 

 

Roses Gap Level Four Camp  
What a fabulous time we had last week whilst attending the 

level 4 camp to Roses Gap in the Grampians. We were 

blessed with lovely clear days and our students participated 

wonderfully in the challenging activities program provided by 

the camp. It was just terrific to see everyone having a go at 

everything, encouraging and supporting each other, as well as 

showing commendable respect and care for the environment 

and facilities. I am really proud of our level four students - 

they were all wonderful ambassadors for Armadale PS! 

A big thank you to Malcolm Dow, Anita Frankel and Kate 

Pilgrim for all of their efforts in organising the camp. Thanks 

also to the following staff that attended the camp and provided 

around the clock support to all students ï Anita Frankel, Kate 

Pilgrim, Peter Cracknell, Amanda Wilson and Meredith Jones 

(student teacher).  
 

Education Week - Open Night 

Next week is Education Week for all schools across Victoria. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for government schools to 

showcase the excellent work being undertaken in all 

classrooms on a daily basis. Parents and friends are therefore 

warmly invited to visit our classrooms on Open Night. 
 

 
A focus for this yearôs Open Night program will be displays 

and materials in each classroom linked to this termôs Inquiry 

Learning and Sustainability program.  

The junior and senior choirs will also be performing some 

songs on the night in Pedrina Hall at approximately 7:00pm.  

We look forward to seeing lots of parents visiting our 

classrooms to learn more about our rich learning programs as 

well as sharing in their childôs achievements.  
 

Homework 
Over the next several weeks we will be canvassing the 

thoughts and opinions of students, parents and teachers as we 

undertake a review of our homework policy.  

Homework is an area that can generate quite disparate and 

passionate responses within a school community and so we 

will endeavour to distil all feedback received into an updated 

policy that will hopefully be considered óworkableô for all 

concerned.  

I thought I would get the discussion going this week by 

including some of the recommended guidelines from the 

Department of Education & Early Childhood Development 

(DEECD). These state ï  

Successful practice  

Years Prep to 4  
Prep to Year 4 homework should not be seen as a chore. 

Homework will:  

¶ enable the extension of class work by practising skills 
or gathering extra information or materials  

¶ mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/
caregivers or older siblings.  

This will generally not exceed 30 minutes a day and not be set 

on weekends or during vacations.  

Years 5 to 9  
Years 5 to 9 homework:  
¶ should include daily independent reading  

¶ should be coordinated across teachers in secondary 

schools to avoid unreasonable workloads for students  
¶ may include extension of class work, projects and 

assignments, essays and research.  

This will generally range from 30 ï 45 minutes a day at Year 
5 to 45 ï 90 minutes a day in Year 9.  

 
It is interesting to note that these are óguidelinesô and schools 

have some degree of flexibility within these guidelines. 

But I guess we should take a step back before we consider 

these guidelines to ask ourselves why homework is important 

for our students in the first place.  Food for thought! 

The next curriculum subcommittee meeting will focus on 

canvassing parental input into this policy, so if you have some 

thoughts, come along to the meeting in the library on Friday 

5th June at 8:00am.  

 

Parent ï Teacher Interviews 
As we continue to investigate how to further enable and 

engage our students to take responsibility for their learning, 

we will be reshaping our parent ï teacher interviews over the 

next 12 ï 18 months. At the next round of parent-teacher 

interviews in early term 3, we will be seeking compulsory 

attendance of all level 3 and 4 students to these interviews. 

The first stage of their involvement in these interviews will 

focus on them sharing aspects of their student portfolios as 

part of the interview. They will discuss the pieces of work 

they have chosen to share and will also outline the skills they 

developed from these pieces of work. At this stage, teachers 

will continue to guide the interview and obviously there will 

still be opportunities for parental input. 
 

Principalôs report continued over page é. 
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YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  

é Principalôs report continued 

 

As we develop this new format further over future years, we 

will be aiming towards children sharing more of their portfolios 

and reflecting on what they have learnt. They will also begin to 

develop learning goals in collaboration with teachers and 

parents. There will be a shift away from the traditional 

interview which was primarily facilitated by the teacher, to a 

new format that will be increasingly facilitated by each child (at 

all levels from prep to six). Under this new structure it will take 

some time to equip our students with the necessary skills to 

lead these interviews and so it is hoped that this staged 

introduction over the next couple of years will provide us with 

plenty of time to provide the necessary support for students, 

teachers and parents. 

By providing our students with the skills to be reflective 

learners and to set goals in their learning, we aim to heighten 

the responsibility our students take for their learning but more 

importantly we can develop skills that transcend the boundaries 

of our classrooms and which will enable them to be effective 

lifelong learners.  

 

Reminder ï Year 7 Applications for Enrolment 

A quick reminder to parents of year 6 children ï all 

óApplication for Enrolment (Year 7) Formsô need to be 

returned to the school by next Monday 18th May.  This will 

then enable us to forward all relevant forms in a timely manner 

to the secondary colleges of first choice as well as the 

education departmentôs regional office. Thank you to all year 6 

parents in anticipation of your support with this form.  

 

Working Bee 

Our first working bee for the year will be held on Saturday 30th 

May and will target support from level one parents.  As well as 

the usual maintenance jobs, the working bee will also focus on 

putting the finishing touches to our new habitat garden which is 

about to take shape at the front of the school over the next few 

weeks.  

A flyer will be distributed with more details next week ï so 

level one parents mark this date in your diaries!!  

 

School Council Round Up 

A number of important decisions were made at school council 

last Monday night. After considerable analysis of many quotes, 

contractors were chosen for the installation of the electronic 

whiteboards to be installed into every classroom and the 

refurbishment of the childrenôs toilets and staff kitchen. In 

addition to these exciting projects for our school, council also 

endorsed a new eLearning Plan for the school, a number of 

changes to the 2010 Level 4 camp to Canberra, the 

development of a new website for the school, a new Internet 

banking and EFTPOS Policy and also endorsed a trial of an on 

line system for organising parent-teacher interviews.  

What a busy month our councillors have had investigating & 

endorsing all of these changes to make Armadale PS an even 

more dynamic and innovative school! 

 

2009 International Competitions & Assessments for Schools 

(ICAS) 

For over 20 years, Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) 

has been conducting the International Competitions and 

Assessments for Schools. ICAS form the largest independent 

assessment program for schools in Australia, New Zealand, 

India, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, South Africa, Hong Kong, 

China and the Pacific region. 

Our school, again this year, will provide an opportunity for 

students in Years 3 - 6 to participate in the Writing, English and 

Maths components of the ICAS program. Further information 

and participation costs are included in this newsletter for 

interested parents.  
 

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

1R Isla Tremlett For the consistent effort she is demonstrating in all areas of her learning. Keep it up 
Isla! 

2G Mark Allen Lyons For the excellent effort he has made with his writing this term and for the fantastic 
letter he wrote this week. Keep it up Mark! 

2J Mia Vodicka-Georgiou   For having great confidence in her reading ability which has resulted in her making 
terrific progress. Well done Mia! 

2P Phoebe Lund For listening carefully, focusing on all learning tasks and always having a smile on her 
face. 

2S Lilly Baxter For trying her hardest at her first swimming lesson. You will be in the Olympics in no 
time Lilly! 

2W Ted Oldis For showing great confidence when approaching more difficult mathematical concepts. 
Keep it up Ted! 

3J Jordy Coughlan-Stevenson For being organised and demonstrating a fantastic work ethic when completing tasks. 

3N Hugo Nash For trying his hardest and working with great concentration on his Naplan tests! Good 
luck Hugo! 

4F Phillip Stojanovic For working cooperatively in his group to achieve success in the challenges undertaken. 

4F Milla Munro For demonstrating cooperative group skills and accepting the challenges of the high 
ropes and abseiling activities at camp 

4P Joshua Davey For challenging himself to achieve his goal of abseiling down a 20 metre cliff.  
Congratulations for showing persistence and determination Joshua. 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Coming events 

Friday 15 May Class Reps Meeting 9am Pedrina Hall 

Friday 22 May PFA Meeting 9am Pedrina Hall 

Friday 29 May Sausage Sizzle run by L3 parents 

Friday 19 June         School Fundraiser Argo Hotel 7.30pm 

 

We hope all mums had a very special Mothersô Day on 

Sunday and no doubt you all loved receiving your carefully 

selected gift from the Mothersô Day stall! 

 

Mothersô Day lunch 

The Mothersô Day lunch was a lovely way to spend a cold 

Friday afternoon and many thanks to Kate Dalton for 

organising it all.  It was great to catch up with mums from 

different year levels in a delightful setting overlooking St 

Kilda Marina.  Sincere thanks to those who donated gifts for 

the lunch.  Sarah Ritson very kindly donated two fantastic 

LôOreal gift bags and Blue Illusion in Malvern kindly donated 

gifts too. 

 

Major fundraising event 

Do you know someone who may be able to print our 

invitations and tickets for our fundraiser on 19 June (for no or 

minimal cost!)?  If you do, please contact us ASAP on the 

numbers below. 

As you know, this fundraising event is the main way in which 

we are able raise funds for our school. To ensure this night is a 

success, we really need your help to source items to auction on 

the night.  PLEASE contact us on the numbers below if you 

have items that you may be able to donate for our silent or live 

auctions.  Your help is greatly appreciated! 

 

Have a great weekéé. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

LIBRARY NEWS  

 
If any parents are able to assist with covering 

books for the library, please come to the 

Library and speak to Pina or Malcolm. 

HOUSE POINTS 
  

Munro won this weekôs house points. 

Congratulations to all the children in 

Munro. 

Munro 
 

ART NEWS 
ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1P ï For the time 

and effort they put into making their stocking snakes 

and caterpillars. They were gorgeous 1P; I canôt wait 

to put them up on display! 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK:  JACK MARTIN (4P) ï For his 

ñComplete This Magazine Pictureò activity where he 

demonstrated a good understanding of tone and line. Well 

done Jack! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : The Age newspaper for the 

tables and glass jars for painting. 

  

MUSIC NEWS 
MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 3P ï For the 

creativity they put into making their own recycled 

instruments. They sound just like real instruments, 

well done! 

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged 

to perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

Thank you to Xin Wang (4F) for performing ñCapricciettoò on 

the piano at this weekôs assembly. Xin your performance was 

amazing and enjoyed by all. 

 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCE ï TEAMBEAT 

(AFRICAN DRUMMING)  

On Thursday 21 May, Teambeat will hold African 

drumming workshops for all the students at Armadale 

Primary School. The workshops are designed to create a 

sense of unity and team spirit through the power of music. 

With a drum for everyone, Teambeat will transform groups 

of any size into a dynamic and unified percussion orchestra 

within minutes. 

Greeted with vibrant African drumming, participants 

immediately embark on a musical journey which transports 

them to the tribal villages of Africa. Teambeatôs unrivalled 

African Master Drummers and highly trained Facilitators 

guide the group to play a variety of different African beats, 

layering sounds, and rhythms, bringing everyone together in 

harmony.  

The overall experience of making music together creates 

unity, team spirit and group bonding, encourages 

cooperation, enhances imagination and creative thinking ï 

and best of all is FUN!  

Parents are welcome to attend the workshops, which will run 

at 10am and 11.30am on Thursday 21 May. 

 

LEVEL 2 CHOIR ï Friday, 8.15am (SHARP) in the Infant 

Hall  

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am in the Music Room.  

Next Tuesday, the choir will be performing at the 2009 OPEN 

EVENING. The evening starts at 6pm and the choir will 

perform at approximately 7pm. Students will need to be at 

school in uniform by 6.30pm for a short rehearsal. The choir 

will be performing 2-3 songs from their repertoire. I hope all 

students can attend as itôs a great chance to perform to the 

wider community and to showcase their talent. 

LEVEL 3 & 4 ENSEMBLE ï Wednesday, 1.10pm in the 

Music Room 
  

Amanda Tiller 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 

HOCKEY GALA DAY L4  

Tomorrow the Level 4 children will be taking 

part in a Hockey Gala Day at the Footscray 

Hockey Ground. Children need to arrive on 

time as we will be departing at 9.00am sharp. 

 

Peter Cracknell 

Sports Co-ordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVE KIDS ARE HEALTHY KIDS! 
 

At Armadale Primary school we are encouraging all our 

students to walk safely to school on Friday 15th May in 

support of the national walk safely to school day (WSTSD) 

campaign. 

 

The objectives of this campaign are: 

¶ To promote the health benefits of walking and help 

create regular walking habits at an early age 
 
¶ To help children develop the vital roadïcrossing skills 

they will need as they become mature pedestrians 
 
¶ To ensure that children hold an adultôs hand  when 

crossing the road 
 
¶ To reduce the car dependency habits that are being 

created at an early age and which will be difficult to 

change as children become adults 
 
¶ To promote and improve the use of public transport and 

reduce the level of traffic congestion 
 
¶ To reduce vehicle emissions to help tackle climate 

change and improve air quality 
 

WSTSD is organised by the Pedestrian council of Victoria and 

is sponsored by the Australian Government and supported by 

the Australian Primary Principals association. 

 

All children who walk safely to school on  Friday will receive 

a bright sticker and it would be terrific if parents/carerôs who 

do have to drive could please leave their car a reasonable 

distance from the school and walk the rest of the way. Thank 

you for your support with this campaign. 

 

Rochelle Cukier 

Assistant Principal 

ADDITIONAL TEACHING AND LEARNING 

SUPPORT AT ARMADALE!  

 
During 2009 we are trialling a different approach with our 

teaching and learning implementation at Armadale. 

Class sizes are larger this year with the average class size 

being 24.6 children in comparison to 22.1 children in 2008. 

Our decision to implement this particular approach has been 

informed by a number of key influences. Firstly our student 

data clearly indicates that we have in excess of one third of 

our students achieving above expected levels in key areas 

such as reading, writing and number, and between 1 ï 4% of 

our students achieving below expected levels.  Reflecting on 

this data, it is obvious that a one size fits all approach to 

classroom teaching would compromise the learning needs of 

these students.  Secondly, leading educational research 

carried out by McKinsey and Company between May 2006 

and March 2007 which looks at the qualities of the best-

performing schools and systems internationally, and a report 

by New Zealand researcher John Hattie, presents what the 

research evidence suggests makes excellent teaching and 

learning. So what happens in the high performing schools and 

systems to make a difference?  

These reports nominate three fundamental findings in those 

systems where students consistently perform better than their 

peers in international testing.  

Simply put, the reports show that it is teachers and not class 

sizes that make the difference to student learning by using 

explicit instructional practice. More significantly for us at 

Armadale, high performing schools put in place systems and 

targeted support at both ends of the developmental 

continuum, to ensure that every child is able to benefit from 

excellent instruction (the only way for the system to reach the 

highest performance is to raise the standard of every student). 

To enable this to be embedded at Armadale, class sizes had to 

be larger to free up teaching from the leadership team. To this 

end, four teachers: Malcolm Dow, Peter Cracknell, Jim Cahill 

and myself provide additional targeted support to student 

learning by working with groups of students  using specific 

explicit instructional practices at each level of the school. The 

focus of Levels 2, 3 and 4 has been in numeracy and in Level 

1 groups of students have received explicit instruction in 

phonics. 

Whilst a formal evaluation of the targeted support teaching 

and learning model will be undertaken in June, anecdotal 

feedback from the teachers has already noted the 

improvements in student learning. Supporting this has been 

comments from parents about the heightened engagement of 

their children in the targeted maths classes. 

ñChallenging to Achieveò is our school motto and we are 

committed to ensuring that achievement levels for all our 

students are optimised. 

Please donôt hesitate at all to contact me at the school should 

you have any further queries about our teaching and learning 

model. 

 

Rochelle Cukier 

Assistant Principal 

A fur coat is still lying unclaimed in the office 

following the Level 2 cocktail party. Please come 

and return it home. 



Final reminder for Armadale families and friends to join the Human Sign 

event at St Kilda Beach this Sunday May 17th, to meet at 10:30AM.  

 

We are hoping to achieve an entry in the Guinness Book of Records and 

there will be entertainment for all.  

 

Where to meet: Look out for the Armadale Primary School sign on the 

grass just above the beach at the St Kilda Baths where we will all assemble 

at 10:30AM. We will all go together onto the beach at 11AM sharp.     

What to bring: Bring a towel or blanket to sit on.  
 

For more information about the event refer to www.live.org.au. Supported by Sustainability In Stonnington www.sisinc.com.au 
 

 

2009 INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND 

ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) 

LEVEL 3 AND LEVEL 4 STUDENTS ONLY 
 

I give permission for my child ________________________ 

of class: ___________  to participate in the following: 

Ǐ  Writing 23 June 2009  $13.00 GST inclusive 

Ǐ  English 4 August 2009  $7.00 GST inclusive 

Ǐ  Mathematics 19 August 2009  $7.00 GST inclusive 

 
Name of parent/guardian:____________________________ 

Signature: _______________________ Date: ___________ 

PAYMENT BY �†  CASH; �†  CHEQUE; �†  CREDIT CARD  

AMOUNT: $________ CARD TYPE: �†  VISA �†  MASTERCARD  

 

EXPIRY DATE: ______/______ 

NAME ON CARD: _____________________________________ 

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________ 

 

Please send payment in an envelope to  

your childôs classroom teacher by the closing date of 

Friday 22 May 
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