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COMING EVENTS  

 

Friday 6 February - Icypole day 

Friday 13 February - PFA AGM 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 20 February - School Picnic 6.00pm 

Friday 20 March - Prep Parentsô Cocktail Party 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 I would like to warmly welcome our school community to the 

start of the 2009 academic year. I hope you found some 

opportunities to relax and to enjoy some family time together 

over the extended summer break.  

We have many exciting plans in place for 2009 and I am really 

looking forward to working with our 321 students, teachers and 

parents as we continue to develop and enhance our wonderful 

school.  

To our parents, I hope you may find some chances to be involved 

in the school throughout the year and to enjoy the rich sense of 

community spirit that prevails at Armadale. 

 

2009 Staffing 

Our confirmed staffing arrangements for this year are listed 

below and I would like to make mention of a couple of new faces 

to Armadale ï Rochelle Cukier (Assistant Principal), Colleen 

Johnson (Level 2) and Rosa Salemme (Teacher Aide Level 2). 

We also welcome back to Armadale ï Pippa Cocks (Preps), Sara 

Powell (Level 2) & Sean Powell (Level 3). So if you get a chance 

please pop in and pass on a friendly Armadale hello to these 

members of staff.  

 

 Level One Team ï Rosanna Caruso, Pippa Cocks & Penny  

   Cumming 

 

 Level Two Team ï Colleen Johnson, Sara Powell, Jennifer  

   Pearse, Virginia Wallace, Lucy Gorman & 

   Rosa Salemme 

 

 Level Three Team ï Robin Nicolson, Rachel Jackson &  

    Sean Powell 

 

 Level Four Team ï Anita Frankel & Kate Pilgrim 

 

 Specialist Team ï Art/Music  Amanda Tiller 

         LOTE (Italian)   Anne Marie De Minico 

     - Term 1 Pina Martelli 

        ICT & Support  Malcolm Dow 

        PE/Sport & Support Peter Cracknell 

        Reading Recovery Pauline Eldredge 

 

 Office Team ï Christine Leyshan, Maggie Brown and  

        Alison Crone 

 

 OOSHC ï Kate Wallman 

 

 Assistant Principal ï Rochelle Cukier 

 

 Principal ï Jim Cahill 

 

 

Staff Professional Development 

Congratulations to our hard working team of teachers who did a 

great job for three days last week (under some very trying 

conditions) planning and developing our programs for 2009. A 

new curriculum overview has been developed for our maths 

program that clearly sets out a detailed developmentally 

sequenced planner for each term from levels prep to year 6. We 

also redeveloped our schoolôs Inquiry Learning program with a 

completely new two year curriculum plan in place.  

I commend the staff on their efforts to ensure we have such 

detailed and sequential planning in place for these important 

areas of the curriculum.  

 

Holiday Maintenance/Upgrade 

We have been busy over the holidays upgrading many aspects of 

the schoolôs facilities. The major project entailed the installation 

of a new $20,000 phone system throughout the school. It took a 

team of technicians a whole week to rewire the entire school and 

we now have every classroom and teaching space fully linked 

with new phones. Other projects included the installation of 

surveillance cameras around the school, new carpet through the 

corridors of the main building, new vinyl flooring in the kitchen 

and toilets of Pedrina Hall & new blinds through the hall and 

library area.  

My sincere thanks also to the rostered families & staff who came 

up to the school over the holidays to water our trees.  

 

Thank You PFA Helpers 

We enjoyed a lovely morning tea on Tuesday morning for our 

prep parents after our new preppies were settled into their classes 

for their first day of school. It was terrific that so many parents 

were able to grab a cuppa and stop by for a chat. My sincere 

thanks to our ever-reliable PFA mums for putting together a 

lovely spread of yummy treats for the morning tea. 

 

School Council Elections 

Armadale Primary School is primarily governed by a School 

Council consisting of myself as principal, 8 elected parents, 4 

elected teachers and a nominated community member (PFA 

Rep).  Whilst I am responsible for the managing the daily 

operational aspects of the school, the School Council oversees all 

program and policy development, financial management as well 

as the maintenance and upgrading of school facilities. Both 

parents and teachers are elected for a period of two years and half 

the membership retires or renominates each year.  

An election process for the 2009/2010 School Council is now 

being conducted over the next week with nominations closing at 

4:00pm on Thursday 12th February. I would encourage any 

parents interested in becoming a councillor to contact me over 

the next few days in order to discuss their potential nomination 

and involvement in School Council.   

 

Principalôs report continued over page é... 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au/


ART NEWS 

 
SMOCKS: A reminder to all students to bring their 

art smocks back ready for Art in Week 2.  

Smocks can be ordered at the office or an old shirt 

from home would be fine. Please ensure your art 

smock is NAMED with a permanent marker. 

MATERIALS REQUIRED : The Age newspaper for the tables, 

ice-cream containers/lids and ñjunkò materials for printing i.e. 

bottle lids, corks, card board scraps.  

 

 

MUSIC NEWS 

 
ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are 

encouraged to perform at assembly and share their 

music with the school. Please contact me or your 

classroom teacher if your child/children would like to play/

perform for us.  

AFTERSCHOOL MUSIC TUITION ï Brochures and 

Information about each program can be picked up from the 

Office.  

Creative Music: Offers tuition for Level 1 - 4 students in 

keyboard, guitar and recorder. 

Red Notes: Offers tuition in brass, woodwind and percussion 

instruments.  

 

CHOIR ï FRIDAY 8.20am in Music room 

Starts next week, a fun way to start the year! Students learn to 

develop their vocal skills and participate in performances 

throughout the year. Students from LEVEL 3 & 4 can attend. 

Boys are particularly encouraged to participate.  

Choir t-shirts can be purchased from the school for $15.00. 

 

ENSEMBLE/PERCUSSION GROUP 

Will commence in TERM 2 for Level 3 & 4 students.  

 

Amanda Tiller 

éé Principalôs report continued 

 

Accident Insurance Arrangements  

Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide 

personal accident insurance for students.  Parents and guardians 

are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 

for injured students, including any transport costs, unless the 

injury is caused by the negligence (carelessness) of a Department 

or school council employee or volunteer. 

Student accident insurance policies are available from the private 

insurance market for any parents who are interested in organizing 

accident insurance for their children.  These cover a range of 

medical expenses not covered by Medicare.   

The school cannot advise parents on whether to purchase a student 

accident policy or which policy to purchase as individual families 

are likely to have differing needs.  Please note that the following 

Insurers Offer ñIndividualò Accident Insurance Policies for 

Students: JUA Underwriting Agency Pty Ltd Phone: 03-9909 

7480 & EBM Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd Phone Free Call: 1300 

783878.  

Extreme Weather Protocols 

I am so relieved that our students have started the year with much 

milder weather conditions in comparison to last week. As a 

school, we have a number of procedures already in place to 

manage days of extreme heat/wind/rain etc. Children are removed 

from the yard at recesses and lunchtimes and all outdoor activities 

are rescheduled during extreme conditions. Staff maintain ongoing 

supervision of all children via our extreme weather roster.  

We are fortunate that all classrooms are air conditioned however 

some of the units are more effective than others and conditions 

can vary across the classrooms. 

As part of our extreme weather protocols, we also recognise and 

respect that some parents may choose to collect their children 

from school after having obtained an early dismissal pass from the 

office.  

 

Jewish Religious Instruction 

Every year we offer Religious Education classes for thirty minutes 

on a weekly basis to all students in the school. The instructional 

program for these classes is primarily based on the Christian faith 

and also centres on many core values. We have been approached 

by the UJEB (United Jewish Education Board) to determine if 

there is any demand for Jewish Religious Instruction at Armadale 

PS.  Please give me a call or email the school if you would like 

your child to attend Jewish Religious Instruction.  

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

LOST  

A gold Russian wedding ring was lost in the playground 

after school on Wednesday. If anyone has found it could 

you please bring it to the office.  

SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM  
 

Learn keyboard, guitar, violin, here at Armadale 

Primary School 
 

Come and join in the fun of learning to play key-

board, guitar, violin, here at the school.  Creative Music for 

Schools conducts a School Music Program of private or small 

group classes each week here at the school aiming to give chil-

dren an excellent grounding in music.  Children will learn to 

read music and play their chosen instrument.  Lessons can be 

started at any time during the school year.  Tuition costs from 

$13.40 per lesson (payable per term) and enrolments are now 

being accepted for term 1.  Interested parents should call 

Lorraine during business hours on 9818 2333 for more informa-

tion or visit our web site www.creativemusic.com.au 

SCHOOL START BONUS 
 

A reminder to all Prep parents who received the School Start Bo-

nus to redeem the voucher that they received at any Australia Post 

outlet displaying the Bank@Post sign. 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE (EMA)  
 

The  EMA is paid to parents of eligible students under 16 years of 

age who are enrolled at a Government or non-Government School 

in Victoria on census day, 27 February 2009 for instalment 1 and 7 

August 2009 for the second instalment,. You must: 

§ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 

pensioner or be a foster parent; and  

§ submit your application to the school office by Friday 27 

February 2009. 
 

Applications must be made in person and original benefits cards 

must be sighted. Forms are now available from the office. 

http://www.creativemusic.com.au


PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 
  

Welcome to the 2009 school year and a very special 

welcome to all new families joining Armadale Primary. We 

hope you have all had a fantastic break and are looking 

forward to a great year ahead. 

 

SCHOOL PICNIC ï FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY  

All parents and children are invited to our annual school 

picnic on Friday 20 Feb from 6pm. 

The picnic is held on the school grounds and is a fantastic 

opportunity to meet and socialise with others in the school 

community. 

Pack your picnics and we look forward to seeing you all 

there! 

 

COCKTAIL PARTIES  

A cocktail party is held for parents of each year level 

throughout the year.  Always a great night out so please put 

these dates in your diary ï 

            Prep -   Friday 20 March 

            Level 2 -Friday 1 May 

            Levels 3 & 4 (combined) ï Friday 24 July 

All details will be provided closer to the date of each party. 

 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 

There is a form attached to the newsletter requesting your 

interest in becoming a Class Rep for your childôs class. 

The role is a fantastic way to be more involved in your 

childôs class and the school community.  Most importantly, 

it is enjoyable and not demanding! 

Responsibilities include preparing rosters for classroom 

helpers, assisting with sausage sizzles, classroom morning 

teas, cocktail parties, the Healthy Breakfast in Octoberéé. 

Please contact us if you wish to discuss the role further. 

 

CLASS LISTS 

There is also a form attached to the newsletter requesting 

your details for the class lists. Please complete your details 

ASAP so that the lists can be compiled and distributed 

promptly. 

 

ICYPOLE S  

Icypoles are sold at lunchtime on Fridays during Terms 1 & 

4, starting tomorrow Friday 6 Feb.  They are a bargain at 

only $1.00!  Simply send the money with your child every 

Friday. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

SPORTS NEWS 

 
LEVEL 4 SPORTS TOPS 
Fantastic news! Our  Level 4 sports polo tops have arrived for the 

Year 5 students and are available by ordering on the attached 

form for $22.00 - please send the money to the office in an 

envelope. Please return payment ASAP or by Wednesday 11 

February at the latest. We would like to see all Level 4 children 

wearing their new sports tops (on Fridays and special sports 

events only) as part of our sport education program as soon as 

possible.  

 

Peter Cracknell 

BOOK CLUB  

 

Scholastic Book Club brochures are available outside the 

office. If parents would like to place an order please return 

the form with payment to the office by Friday 13 February. 

G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. 

 
G.A.T.E.W.A.Y.S. is an independent organisation offering 

challenging and enriching activities and experiences to develop 

and extend highly able children. At several times during the 

school year, these activities will be offered to children who have 

been nominated by their teachers. If your child has been 

nominated, we wish to emphasise that there is no commitment 

required or obligation on your part to agree to send your child as 

the cost is considerable. 

I am also endeavouring to expand the opportunities for our 

students to participate in a range of challenging and enriching 

learning experiences throughout the school year. 

 

Rochelle Cukier 

Assistant Principal 

SCHOOL WATERING OVER THE HOLIDAYS  

 
Many thanks to the individuals and families who helped keep 

our plants alive over this very harsh summer break. With no rain 

at all over holiday period the watering done was greatly 

appreciated. Thanks to the Lund, Clarke, Doelling, and Dixon 

families, as well as Robin Nicolson (and anyone else who 

chipped in) for helping us out in this regard. Meanwhile we are 

praying for a long and sustained period of rain. 

 

Malcolm Dow 

IMPORTANT!!  

UPDATED STUDENT INFORMATION SHEETS 

HAVE BEEN SENT HOME TODAY WITH THIS 

NEWSLETTER. PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL 

DETAILS ARE CHECKED AND UPDATED, SIGN 

THE BACK AND RETURN TO YOUR CHILDôS 

CLASS TEACHER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE 

 
The Premierôs Reading Challenge is off and running 

again. All children in Levels 2-4 will be 

participating as part of the school literacy program 

and it will be an option for the Level 1 students. I will go through 

the process during the ICT classes at school and ensure that the 

children know their usernames and passwords. If you would like 

your Level 1 child to participate, please let me know so that I can 

complete the registration for them. Please refer to the PRC 

website for more details about the challenge. 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 

Malcolm Dow 



Chess Coaching    

 

         
         

             

 

 

 

Have fun learning Chess!! 
 
    Where:     Armadale Primary School Hall 

    When:      Wednesday lunchtimes 

                      11th Feb to 25th Mar 2009 

    Cost:         12% discount for Cash Payments - 

                      $75 Cash or $85 Cheque - per child. 

    Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self esteem, 

                      attention span in class, lateral thinking, 

                      team work, analytical skills. 

 

  We cater for all skill levels! Each week different lessons 

are taught & games are played. A trophy is awarded to 

the ñBest & Fairestò player, and a Silver badge to 2nd 

place and a Bronze badge to 3rd place at the end of term. 

To enrol your child please make payment (per child) of 

$75 cash or $85 cheque prior  to Wednesday 11th 

February. Cheques made payable to ñHooton 

Consulting Pty Ltdò  

 

       For more information contact Phil from 

            Checkmate Chess Coaching on 

               9598 2006 or 0421 901 530 

                www.lifecoaches.com.au   

Forward this section with your payment to your school office. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Childôs Full Name: ________________ 

Grade: ______ 

School: __________________________ 

 

Payment Due: Wednesday 11th Feb    
 

$75 cash:        or    $85 cheque:      

 australian girls choir 
Girls will become more confident as they 

learn singing, dancing and performing 

Our senior performers dazzle the world, but 

first they entertained their Mums and Dads 

If she likes to sing, dance and play then let us inspire her to 

see the world as her stage 
www.ausgirlschoir.com.au 

aus girls dance 
All she wants to do is dance! 

Fun and funky routines set to popular and 

current music 

Fitness focussed dance class, perfect for girls who just love 

to move 

Based on Dale Popeôs RED Programme (choreographer for 

Bindi Irwinôs KidFitness DVD) 
www.ausgirlsdance.com.au 

Come along, join in the fun, and learn the basics of dribbling, 
shooting and working in a team. For new players Under 8 and 
Under 10 as at 31

st
 December 2008 the Malvern Tigers 

Basketball Club is running pre season training in term 1, 2009 
for those who would like to ótest outô basketball without the 
commitment of joining a team. 
When:   3-4 pm (girls) and 4-5 pm (boys) every Sunday 
  from 8

th
 February, concluding with a presentation 

  Day on the 29
th
 March 2009. 

Where:  Penpraze Park Recreational Centre (behind  
  Malvern Primary School) 
Cost:  $50 per player. Bring along a basketball and a 
  water  bottle. 
For more information contact Jacqui Abbott on 
jacquiabbott@optusnet.com.au or download the registration 
form at www.malverntigers.org    
To reserve a place, registration form, together with payment, 
must be received by the Membership Officer at the Clubôs PO 
Box address prior to 8

th
 February 2009. 

PO Box 120, Darling South 3145.  ABN 19 217 980 792   
(Reg No: A0026708A)   www.malverntigers.org 

Cubôs Basketball Training 

term 1, with Bennie  

PLAY SOCCER AT RICHMOND 2009  
 

Girls soccer Try Out Day Calling all primary school 

girls  

Sunday 8 February 10.00amñ12.00pm 

Kevin Bartlett Reserve, Yarra Blvd, Frank Smith Drive  

(Map 45 A12)  

More info at www.richmondjsc.com.au  

Call Philip Moran, President  0410 148 807  

Shoreham Beach House for Rent  
 

This fully self contained beach house sleeps 7 and has direct 

access to beach. Pets are welcome too!    

What better way to enjoy this beautiful weather? Weekend 

rate is $650  

Call Nicole on 0402 003 200 for more info and to check 

availability for weekends and the first term school holidays 

(including Easter).  

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE 
(SDS) 
 

All Victorian primary school aged 
children are eligible to utilise the 
School Dental Service.  
The SDS in this area has recently integrated with the 
Inner south community Health Service. The new 
integrated Dental Program is now offering dental 
examinations and care to children attending your 
school. 
¶ For children who have been treated the SDS 

before - parents will receive a recall letter 
reminding them to make an appointment. 

¶ For children not treated by the SDS before -  
parents can contact the Inner South 
Community Health Service Dental Program to 
make an appointment by phoning  9520 3177. 

http://www.lifecoaches.com.au
mailto:jacquiabbott@optusnet.com.au


Attachments:  OOSHC News; OOSHC registration form; Class Rep & Volunteer form; Lunch order pricelist; House Swimming Sports & Trials 

Years 4, 5 & 6; Sports Top order form Year 5; Student Information Details 
(Advertised material is distributed with this newsletter. Whilst all care is taken to ensure validity we take no responsibility and imply no endorsement) 

 

Maccabi Tennis Club  Bignell Rd, East Bentleigh ï Mel ref: 78 B5 
 

MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY ï FRIDAY 13 MARCH 2009  

Tennis Victoria invites you to take part in our Mumsô Tennis Program which is conducted by Tennis Australia endorsed 
tennis coaches. This program is open to all players of all standards from absolute beginners through to those who have 
played tennis previously and would like to get back into the game. Tennis Victoria is promoting the fun, fitness and health 
benefits of tennis in a non-competitive environment.  
¶ All tennis racquets and tennis balls supplied 
¶ Total cost of the program is only $15 for 5 weeks of group tennis coaching 
Tennis Victoria is also offering you the chance to enroll your child in the Tiny Tots program which is run in conjunction with 
the Mumsô Tennis Program. The program is targeted at children aged 3 ï 5 with the concept allowing mumsô to participate in 
the game of tennis without the burden of childcare. The cost for the program is $10 for 5 weeks. To register your child in the 
Tiny Tots program please advise your coach when registering for the Mumsô Tennis program.  
To register for the Mumsô Tennis Program at the Maccabi Tennis Club please contact local club coach John 
McCurdy on 0438 595 915. Please book early, as places are limited.  

Tennis Victoria ï Mums Tennis Program  

 

Located on Chandler Hwy, Kew  
(Melway 45B1) 

Entry via gold coin donation  
 

Visit 

www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au  
for full details and parking 

information or phone 9854 
4444  

 
Sorry no pets allowed   

 

Parents-Are you thinking about   
 returning to work or study? 

 
What Next-Career Planning for Parents 

Identify your current skills, knowledge, interests, values, and 

possibilities for the future.  Explore career and life options and 

develop personal goals and plans.  Gain assistance to apply for 

work or study.  Develop self esteem, assertiveness, stress and 

time management skills and how to present confidently.  
Course details 

South Melbourne or Oakleigh- one day p.w. (9.45am-2.45pm) 

for 10 weeks.  No classes in school holidays.  You must apply 

now for courses starting in term 2. 

No cost for eligible parents 

This course is fully funded by the State Government.  You need 

to be a parent, have been at home caring for a child, not currently 

working more than 6.5 hours per week and have not had more 

than four months paid work or the part-time equivalent, or been 

undertaking accredited education or training, in the past two 

years.  You must also be a permanent resident of Australia, and 

have not previously had a State Government PRTE or PRTW 

training grant. 
 

Phone AEIC 9895 1666 or 0448 448 461 

or email soliver@aeic.asn.au 

http://www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au
mailto:soliver@aeic.asn.au

