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COMING EVENTS  
 

Friday 21 August - Curriculum Sub Committee Meeting 8.00am in Library 

Monday 24 August - ñCiao Italiaò performance L1-4 

Monday 24 August - Book Week commences 

Monday 24 August - Environment Sub Committee Meeting 5.45pm in Principalôs office 

Monday 24 August - Resources Sub Committee Meeting 7.00pm in Principalôs office 

Monday 24 August - L1&2 Dads/Kids Technology Night 6.00-8.00pm in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 28 August - L4 Cocktail Party 

Wednesday 2 September - L3&4 Dads/Kids Technology Night 6.00-8.00pm in Pedrina Hall 

Dear Parents, 
 

2009 Parent Opinion Survey  

Next Monday 24th August, all Victorian schools will be 

distributing surveys to families as part of this yearôs Parent 

Opinion Survey initiative. This is a very important 

accountability requirement for all schools that aims to collect a 

rich source of information to inform each schoolôs future 

planning and decision making. The opinions of parents are an 

important indicator of how well each school is meeting the 

needs of its students. 

At Armadale PS, we will be distributing surveys to 50 randomly 

selected families. We request that the surveys are completed 

and returned to school by Friday 28th August in the envelope 

provided. All responses to this survey are completely 

anonymous. The names of students are listed on the envelopes 

to track survey returns and these names are removed when the 

envelopes are received at the office.  Each school then forwards 

the sealed envelopes to the Department of Education & Early 

Childhood Development (DEECD) for collation. Results from 

these surveys will be forwarded to the school later in the year.  

If your family is one of the óluckyô families to receive a survey, 

could I ask you to give this survey careful consideration. Thank 

you in anticipation of your time and support.   
 

National Recognition Week for Education Support Staff 

(ESS) 

Every so often itôs important that we take stock and recognise 

the many different people that work tirelessly as part of our 

school community. This week just happens to be National 

Recognition Week for our Education Support Staff within in all 

schools. At Armadale PS, our ESS include Maggie Brown and 

Alison Crone in the office, Christine Leyshan as our Business 

Manager, Katie Wallman our OOSHC Director and Rosa 

Salemme who works as an integration aide in support of two of 

our students with disabilities.  

So what do Education Support Staff generally do in schools? 

Just about everything in schools that isnôt teaching is the closest 

answer! 

As many of you will confirm, as a result of your own dealings 

with Katie/Maggie/Alison/Christine and Rosa ï nothing is ever 

too much trouble and these lovely ladies will always go out of 

their way to ensure a high level of service and support.  

Maybe you can think of some small way of recognising the 

efforts of our ESS staff this week! 
  

2009 Attitudes to School Survey Results 
Earlier in the year, all of our level 4 students completed a state 

wide survey called the Attitude to School Survey.  This survey 

was collated by the Department of Education & Early 

Childhood Development (DEECD) and we have recently 

received our 2009 results. The data from this survey is broadly  

 

divided into three main areas: 1. Wellbeing, 2. Teaching & 

Learning & 3. Student Relationships. 

In general, our results are very pleasing. The wellbeing 

component shows that our students have good morale and 

display little ódistressô at school.  

In regards to teaching and learning, Armadale students feel 

strongly connected to the school, motivated and confident in 

their learning. However, the results have shown that our 

students want to have increased dialogue about how their 

classrooms operate and how they can be further empowered in 

their learning. Consequently we will reflect upon the strategies 

we currently employ for engaging our students in the classroom. 

It is interesting to note once again that the strongest results 

achieved on this survey were in the area of student 

relationships. The three variables of student relationships 

include student safety (at the 70th percentile in the state), 

classroom behaviour (at the 75th percentile in the state) and 

connectedness to peers (at the 75th percentile in the state). These 

student relationship results are very pleasing and reflect the 

generally very caring and supportive environment that all 

students enjoy at Armadale Primary School. 
 

Next Round of Sub Committee Meetings 
Our three sub committees of School Council will be meeting 

over the next week. Whilst each committee has a core 

membership, any APS parents are warmly invited to attend. The 

main agenda items for discussion at each of these meetings are 

listed below for your reference: 

¶ Curriculum:  Friday 21
st
 August at 8:00am in the library ï 

1. Update of the APS Privacy Policy, 2.Internet Acceptable 

Use Policy, 3.General Business 

(Please note that School Council requested that the Privacy 

Policy be revisited at this next subcommittee meeting. As 

mentioned in previous newsletters, the proposal up for 

discussion includes the recommendation that student names 

in the newsletter and on our website be listed as first name 

and the first letter of their surname only. This is quite a shift 

from our current practice and we want to ensure that this 

recommendation has been rigorously discussed before it goes 

back to school council for endorsement.)  

¶ Environment: Monday 24
th
 August at 5:45pm in Jimôs 

office ï 1.New School Kiln, 2.Program Budget Priorities for 

2010, 3.BER Update, 4. 125th Anniversary, 5 General 

Business 

¶ Resources: Monday 24
th
 August at 7:00pm in Jimôs office ï 

1.Parent Payment Policy, 2.OOSCH Report including 

upcoming Holiday Program, 3. Cleaning Contract, 4.July 

Accounts 5.General Business 

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 
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YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  
1C Sabri Bayanta  For always being an enthusiastic learner and for being supportive and kind to everyone. Lovely 

to see Sabri.  

1P Abby Ralph For the effort she makes during writing time and for listening well during discussions. Keep up 
the good work! 

2G Athena Gallagher For completing all activities with care. They are always well presented, neat and organised. Keep 
it up Athena! 

2J Cuba Patterson For completing tasks with confidence and persistence, especially in reading activities. 

2P Lewis O'Donnell For having the confidence to play  for the whole school at assembly. Your rendition of Scooby 
Doo was fantastic!  

2S Ava Nielsen For being a truly quiet achiever, always attentive,  and can be relied upon to give her best effort. 

2W Tilly Campbell For demonstrating greater confidence and persistence when completing all set tasks. Well done 
Tilly! 

3J Jonty Lupson For demonstrating persistence when practising his skills during Tri-Skills. 

3N Lawrence Phillips For being a fantastic peer tutor for Gerald, a really good friend and a helpful, reliable class 
member! 

3N Charlotte For being a wonderful class member, showing a great sense of humour and lots of initiative! 
Keep it up! 

3P Massimo Martelli For being the loudest and most cheerful cheerleader all day at Hooptime. What a great 
representative of Armadale Primary School! 

4F Julia Clarke For working well in a team and supporting her team mates at Hooptime. 

4P Melody Sunnetci For her positive commitment to her work and  working with perseverance in all class activities. 
Keep it up! 

THE ARTS NEWS 

 
ARTIST OF THE WEEK: Elan Wang (3N) ï For her 

excellent representation of John Brackôs painting ñThe Fish 

Shopò. Well done Elan! 

 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 4F ï For their mirror image 

dances, in which they demonstrated an awareness of levels and 

tempo. Excellent controlled movements 4F! 

 

MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 3J ï For demonstrating 

good listening skills and for persisting to learn the words and 

actions to ñAli Baba and the Forty Thievesò.  

 

FUNDRAISING CHRISTMAS CARDS: TIMELINE  
12 August ï 20 September: Students working on artwork in 

class. 

12 October ï 23 October: Viewing of students work at the 

office and payment. 

THERE WILL BE NO PAYMENTS TAKEN AFTER THE 

23 OCTOBER.  
Start of December: Purchased cards will be handed back to 

students.  

¶ More information about the cards will be Term 4ôs 

newsletter 

 
MATERIALS REQUIRED:  The Age newspaper for the 

tables.  

 

AUSTRALIAN GIRLSô CHOIR 

AUDITIONS ï TOMORROW  
Today, interested Grade 2-6 girls 

have received a permission slip to try 

out at tomorrowôs Australian Girlsô 

Choir auditions. Interested girls who 

return their permission slip will be 

assessed as a group by one of the AGC tutors at the specified 

time and each girl will be sent an individual assessment report.  

Read through the flyer tonight if your child/children are 

interested. 

 

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

¶ Thank you to Lewis OôDonnell for playing ñScooby Dooò 

on the piano at assembly. Fantastic playing Lewis. 

¶ Thank you to Anna Wolfe, Isabella Persano and Isabella 

Craig for singing ñYouôll Always Find Your Way Back 

Homeò by Hilary Duff at assembly. Great dance moves 

girls! 

¶ Thank you to the recorder group for their fantastic 

performance at assembly. You are really improving, keep 

up the good work! 

 

LEVEL 2 CHOIR ï Friday, 8.15am (SHARP) in the Infant 

Hall  

 

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am (SHARP)  in the 

Music Room.  

 

LEVEL 4 ART CLUB ï Wednesday, 1.10pm in the Art Room  

 

Amanda Wilson 

RECORDER GROUP 
 

A reminder to the members of 

the Recorder group. Rehearsals 

are  held in 1P's classroom at 

11.00am each Friday. 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Coming events 

Thursday 20 August      PFA meeting + dinner 7.30pm  

Friday 28 August          Level 4 Cocktail Party 

Thursday 3 September   Wrapping Fathersô Day gifts 9.00am 

Thursday 3 September Husk Fashion Styling Evening 6pm 

Friday 4 September        Fathersô Day Stall 

 
Week 5 and we are half way through the term! 

 

Chocolate Drive 

For all those who havenôt yet returned either the unsold 

chocolates or the monies raised can you do so asap. For all 

those who brought back their money by last Friday the draw 

for the three raffle prizes was done yesterday at assembly, 

congratulations to the winners.  

 

Level 4 Cocktail Party 

For all the level four parents you already know how much fun 

an Armadale Primary cocktail Party is, so get your money in 

and enjoy the night next Friday night at Nick and Robyn 

Martinôs. Thanks so much to Nick and Robyn for hosting next 

weekôs event. 

 

PFA meeting 

Tonightôs PFA meeting includes dinner at a local 

restaurant.  All parents from our school community are always 

welcome at our meetings so if you would like to come along 

please contact Natalie via email ASAP at 

natalieg@bigpond.net.au 

 

Husk Fashion Styling Evening (Hawksburn Store)  

Husk have kindly offered to host a óFashion Styling Eveningô 

for Armadale mums.  It will take place in the Hawksburn store 

on Thursday 3 September at 6pm (for 2 to 3 

hours).   Champagne and chicken sandwiches will be 

served.  The styling evening will include a preview of what 

looks are hot for the season and Husk has also offered to pull 

together key looks that we are particularly interested in (for 

example Spring Racing outfitting or how to 

accessorise) .  Each guest will be given a small gift for 

attending (a Husk soap or Husk tea) and most importantly, 

10% of all sales from the night will be donated to Armadale 

Primary.   Places are filling fast so if you want to come RSVP 

ASAP to Lisa at l.mclellan@bigpond.com 

 

Fathersô Day Stall 

The Fathersô Day stall will be held on the morning of Friday 

September 4th. The Fathersô Day stall operates in the same way 

as the Mothersô Day stall, boxes will be found in your childôs 

classroom to donate appropriate items. Please donate a gift or 

two to this yearôs stall.  Please call Andrea Gray 

(0438099243)  for any other donations. 

For those of you who are able and willing to spend an hour or 

two to help wrap the presents in clear cellophane, this will 

happen on Thursday morning September 3rd straight after drop 

off.   

 
Have a great week. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

BOOK WEEK IS COMING  

BOOK WEEK IS ALMOST HERE!  

Book Week is almost here ï only a few more sleeps to go. 

Please refer to the sheet attached to this newsletter for all the 

details of the special activities we have planned for Book 

Week. The theme for this year is Book Safari, so we are going 

to have some great adventures discovering lots of new books 

and enjoying them in many different ways.  

The information sheet is also on the school website at 

www.armadaelps.vic.edu.au in the Quick Links section on the 

front page.  

 

HELP HELP!!  

Can any parents help with the Book Fair on the Selling 

Day, Wednesday 26 August? There are 3 sessions ï 9.30-

11.00, 1.15-3.30, and 3.30 ï 5.00. If you are able to help in 

any or part of these sessions please contact me ASAP: 9822 

7003 or dow.malcolm.l@armadaleps.vic.gov.au  
 

Malcolm Dow  

PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE  
 

Remember we only have 1 week left to 

complete the Premierôs Reading Challenge by 

Book Week. 
 

Please enter your books at the PRC website, you will find a 

direct link to it on the front page of the school website at 

www.armadaelps.vic.edu.au. If you need to check the 

username and password, please come and see me in the library 

or email me at dow.malcolm.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

Malcolm Dow 

Library Coordinator 

ITALIAN INCURSION  

 
This coming Monday the 24th of 

August the óCiao Italiaô performance will be coming to 

Armadale Primary. This program introduces Italian musical 

culture in an educational and entertaining context. Italian 

lyrics with English translations, multi-media visuals are used 

to portray Italian architecture, art and other aspects of Italian 

life. 

There will be two sessions 10.00 -11.00am / 11.30 ï 12.30pm. 

Parents are welcome to come and watch. 

Grazie. 
 

Pina Martelli 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB NEWS  
 

Our latest Book Club brochures are available 

outside the office.  Please come and place your 

order by next Tuesday 25 August. 

mailto:natalieg@bigpond.net.au
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VICTORIAN STUDENT 

NUMBER (VSN) 
 

Our school is working with the Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Development to allocate a Victorian Student 

Number (VSN) To each student at the school. 

The VSN is a student identification number that is being as-

signed to all students in government and non-government 

schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training 

Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, will 

be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school records, and 

will remain with the student throughout his or her education, 

until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long, ran-

domly assigned, and tied to stable information about the stu-

dent (name, gender, date of birth). 

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will provide 

the capability to accurately detect patterns of student move-

ment through, and departure from, the Victorian education and 

training system. It will greatly improve the collection and 

analysis of timely and accurate data about education in Victo-

ria. The Department collects information to track improve-

ments made to the education system, identify areas that require 

further improvement, and to analyse trends and identify future 

needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and 

completeness of this information, providing a better basis for 

assessing needs and developing policies to meet them. 

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrol-

ment confirmations, and exit confirmations. 

If you want to know more about the VSN please see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/

overview.htm 

KIDS / DADS TECHNOLOGY NIGHT TO CELEBRATE FATHERSô DAY 
 

There are still limited places left in the Level 1 & 2 night on Monday 24 August from 6.00-8.00pm and plenty of space in the 

Level 3 & 4 night on Wednesday 2 September from 6.00-8.00pm.  

It is a great opportunity to have some fun while working together to design and construct a machine/motor. The cost for the 

evening is $20 - and this includes pizza! 

Please make sure your payment and reply form  is returned tomorrow. 

 
"ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Technology in Action 
 

Yes, I would like to attend the Technology in Action Dads and Kids Special Family Night on: 

Ǐ     Monday 24 August  Levels 1 & 2  Ǐ    Wednesday 2 September Levels 3 & 4 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Childôs Name: ___________________________________  Class: _______ 

 

Childôs Name: ___________________________________   Class: _______ 

 

I wish to pay by:  Ǐ   Cash Ǐ    Cheque Ǐ   Credit Card    Amount:  $___________ 

 

Ǐ   MASTERCARD  Ǐ    VISA      Expiry Date: ____ / ____ 

Card Number  Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ 
 

    ____________________________________ ______________________________ ____________________ 

            Cardholderôs Name (please print)            Signature        Date 
 

Please return by tomorrow Friday 21 August to secure a place 

HOUSE POINTS 
  

Munro won this weekôs house points. 

Congratulations to all the children in 

Munro. 

 
Munro 

2010 PLANNING 

 

In order to assist our planning for 2010 

could parents please indicate whether 

their child/ren will be returning to Armadale Primary 

School in 2010. 

 

Childôs name: ________________________________ 

Childôs name: ________________________________ 

Childôs name: ________________________________ 

Ǐ  Returning in 2010 

Ǐ  Not returning in 2010 -  

       will be attending the following school:          

 _________________________________________ 

 

       _________________________________________ 
 



STUDENT WELL BEING AT ARMADALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 
 

We are finally seeing the last days of winter and starting to see the sunshine peeking through. Spring is almost 

here, bringing with it new seasonôs fresh fruit and vegetables. Please continue feeding our childrenôs growing 

brains with the fabulous array of fresh, fast food that we are fortunate to have available here in Melbourne. 

Luscious strawberries and new seasons apples are a favourite fruit snack, and mandarins are still going strong and 

easy for little fingers to manage. 

 

ARMADALE DEBATERS  

For the last two Tuesdays after school,  I have accompanied 10 students from Grade 6 to Sacre Coeur in Malvern 

to participate in the Debaters Association of Victoria Primary School Program. These students were wonderful 

ambassadors of our school and it was a privilege to watch them grow in confidence and further develop and refine 

their debating skills. They had a very short time span in which to prepare, as being an extracurricular activity, the 

students gave up their lunchtimes to continue their research and finalise speeches. We also had missed the first 

training session due to our student led interviews being held in July on that same afternoon. However, that did not 

impede the studentsô tenacity, determination and initiative. I was very proud listening to their speeches and 

witnessing their confident delivery and presentation of their arguments. The feedback given from the professional 

adjudicators clearly demonstrates how impressed they were with the quality of the debating.  The judges 

mentioned the sophistication of our studentsô arguments, the very clear and logical structure of the speeches, the 

great eye contact maintained and the very effective rebuttal offered by our speakers. Every one of our students was 

awarded either a gold, silver or red star depending on the quality of their individual speeches. Even though the 

emphasis on the program was on training for formal debating, as a wonderful lead in to their secondary schooling, 

one of our teams was declared the winner and the other two teams just narrowly missing out on first place. The 

outcomes of this program go beyond affording the students the skills of debating. Through this program: students 

consolidated their capacity to work as a member of a team; further developed their ability to offer constructive 

peer assessment and feedback ; and reinforced the importance of meeting deadlines in a tight timeframe. 

Of course none of this would have happened without the support of our Level 4 class teachers, Anita Frankel and 

Kate Pilgrim who generously supported the students by allowing them time out of class for research and speech 

development. A huge thank you to our many parents who transported the students to and from APS to Sacre Coeur 

and stayed during the debates to offer support. I would particularly like to acknowledge and thank, Michelle 

Greenwood, Maxine Silbertôs mum who at the last minute and after a long flight back from Chicago just the day 

before, stepped in and became the 4th adjudicator yesterday afternoon. 

 

The following students were our debaters and are to be congratulated on their entire endeavour with debating: 

Alex Brindle 

Annebelle King 

Allira Lignos 

Jenna Golusin 

Melvin Li 

Julian Mihal 

Matthew Bickerdike 

Xin Wang 

Luke Cominos 

Maxine Silbert 

 

 

CLASS NAME CHANGE IN LEVEL 2   
2S are very excited because they have a new teacher, Mrs Jocelyn Evans, and being such an eager and exceptional 

class, will as of Monday August 24th be now known as 2E.     

How excellent! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Rochelle Cukier 



Attachments:  Rebel Sports MVP Sale 
(Advertised material is distributed with this newsletter. Whilst all care is taken to ensure validity we take no responsibility and imply no endorsement) 

DAFFODIL DAY  

FRIDAY 28 AUGUST  
 

Raise funds and awareness for the 

fight against cancer. By supporting 

Daffodil Day you will help raise funds 

to help the one in two Victorians 

diagnosed with cancer by the age of 85. 

The one in two who gets cancer is one 

too many. 

We have the following items for sale in 

the office:  

 Dougal bear  $5.00  

 Pens      $1.00 

 Wristbands  $2.00  

 Enamel pins   $3.00  
 

 


