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COMING EVENTS  
 

Friday 28 August - Book Week Parade 9.00am 

Friday 28 August - L4 Cocktail Party 

Monday 31 August - District Athletics (selected L3 & 4 children) 

Wednesday 2 September - L3&4 Dads/Kids Technology Night 6.00-8.00pm in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 4 September - L1 Grandparentsô Day 

Friday 4 September - Fathersô Day Stall 

Monday 7 September - Class Reps Meeting 9.00am in Pedrina Hall 

Monday 7 September - L3 camp to Arrabri 

Wednesday 9 September - L3 return from camp 

Friday 11 September - L1 excursion to Como House 

Friday 11 September - Sausage Sizzle 

Dear Parents, 

 

Extreme Weather Policy 
Weôve had several parents contact the school over the last 

week to discuss our procedures around extreme weather 

conditions so I thought I would start this weekôs newsletter 

with a brief outline of these procedures. Firstly, we do have 

timetables and procedures in place for extreme weather 

conditions. This is not restricted to rain but also includes 

extreme heat and dangerous wind conditions. If we are in any 

doubt about student safety in the yard, we will always revert 

to our extreme weather timetable and have our students 

supervised within their classrooms for recess and lunchtime. 

In line with these procedures, our tree management program 

also ensures that our trees are regularly inspected and where 

necessary they are pruned or removed to ensure we minimise 

the chances of falling branches. In addition, all bins in the 

yard are chained up and there are few ólooseô objects that 

could become airborne in gusty conditions. Our playground 

equipment is regularly inspected and our facilities are being 

maintained to an increasingly high standard. In summary, 

every effort is taken to maximise student safety in the yard as 

part of our vigilant duty of care!  

 

125th Anniversary 

Over the last month, I have had a chance to explore our 

archives and records as part of the building works that have 

been taking place. I had a sneaking suspicion that we were 

approaching a significant date for the school and this week I 

discovered in a book called the óHistory of Prahranô, that the 

school was officially opened on 8th September, 1884. So, in a 

few weeks time that means that our school will be one 

hundred and twenty five years old!!  As we have students on 

camp during that particular week, we have decided to put 

together a 125th Birthday Program for the last day of this term 

ï Friday 18th September. 

Keep an eye for these details over the next few weeks. 

 

Level 4 Cocktail Party 

Robyn and Nick Martin have very kindly offered their house 

as the venue for tomorrow nightôs level 4 cocktail party.  This 

is the last cocktail party on the 2009 social calendar ï and as 

our level 4 parents are óseasoned cocktail party goersô by now 

we are hoping for a good turn out!  I look forward to catching 

up with many parents tomorrow night (albeit briefly as I also 

have to squeeze in a run to the airport to collect my son!).  

 

OOSHC Program 
Thank you to all parents who have been very supportive of 

our after school OOSHC program. The following statement 

will be put to school council next week for endorsement and 

hopefully this will clarify the use of the school yard after 

school hours: 

óThat the Armadale Primary School Out of School Hours 

program take priority use of  the school yard from 3.45pm 

and that whilst parents are welcome to stay, we request 
that they respect the designated areas needed to run 

OOSHC activities and assemble within other sections of 
the school yard.ô 

 

Book Week Parade 
Weôve had another exciting week of activities as part of this 

yearôs Book Week program. Malcolm Dow (our Book Week 

coordinator) has excelled himself again with a wonderful 

program of activities to take our students óOn Safariô into the 

world of books! The program culminates tomorrow with the 

Book Week Parade where our students get a chance to dress 

up as one of their favourite book characters. Unfortunately I 

will miss all of the fun as I have to attend an Occupational 

Health and Safety training program so Iôll look forward to 

seeing all of the photos! 

 

Dads/Kids Technology Nights 

As a lead into Fatherôs Day, Pedrina Hall was packed last 

Monday night for our Level 1 & 2 Kids/Dads Technology 

night. I did manage to see a few of the creations the next day 

and from all accounts it was a very enjoyable night for all who 

attended. Next Wednesday night we have the level 3 & 4 

technology session for kids and dads also in Pedrina Hall. Due 

to the high demand for these programs, there were several 

families who unfortunately missed out due to limited places 

being available. I apologise for any disappointment this may 

have generated. Many thanks to our Teaching & Learning 

Coordinator, Peter Cracknell, for organising the catering and 

presenters for both nights. 

 

2010 Planning 
As we get closer to confirming our 2010 enrolments across all 

year levels, the next stage of the process will see work begin 

on the grade structure and staffing profile for next year.  We 

have planned for three prep classes for next year and all of 

these classes are now full.  

 

...Principalõs report continued over page 
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THE ARTS NEWS 
 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK: Jenna Golusin (4P) ï For the time 

and effort she put into her SOCK TEDDIES and for always 

offering help and advice to other students within the class. 

Thank you Jenna! 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1P ï For the effort they put 

into their fundraising Christmas card designs. Thank you 1P, 

your drawings are fantastic! 

MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK : 2W ï For showing 

imagination and creativity when acting out farm activities. Well 

done 2W! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:  The Age newspaper for the 

tables.  

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

¶ Thank you to Jemima Barratt and Riley Sherry for 

performing ñThe Climbò by Miley Cyrus at 

assembly. You demonstrated excellent expression 

girls, well done! 

LEVEL 4 ART CLUB ï Wednesday, 1.10pm in the Art Room 

THERE WILL BE NO JUNIOR OR SENIOR CHOIR THIS 

FRIDAY DUE TO THE BOOK WEEK PARADE. 

 

Amanda Wilson 

RECORDER GROUP 
 

There will be no recorder group 

rehearsal tomorrow. 

YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  

1C Sammy Asaka For his excellent effort during writing time and for his fantastic keyboard playing skills! 
Well done Sammy. 

1R Daisy Alekna For the confidence she has developed when speaking in class and the care and thoughtful 
attitude she shows towards her friends. Keep it up Daisy! 

1R Enzo Iezzi For the persistence he is demonstrating in completing his tasks on time and for always 
being a kind and caring friend. Well done Enzo! 

2J Aidan Gates For demonstrating confidence and persistence during classroom activities. 

2P Angelique Lignos For being organised in class and for the effort she puts into completing her application 
tasks. 

2W Harry Xi For showing confidence and persistence when completing mathematical tasks. A great 
effort Harry!  

3J Angel Wang For developing persistence and confidence when working on decimal activities. 

3N Lewis Persano For persistence in using the computer for research and effective note-taking. 

3P Jaclyn Riordan For showing great confidence when reading in a small group. Great expression Jaclyn, keep 
it up. 

4P Jane Wells For demonstrating persistence and displaying an artistic flair when completing her plate 
depicting the Willow Pattern.  Great work Jane. 

4F Georgia Ghanakas For demonstrating cooperative group working skills and making valuable contributions to 
groups. 

As we have been inundated with interest in the school for the 

prep level, it is interesting to note that we would have needed 

five prep classes to meet the demand for prep placements.  

What is even more interesting to note is that at this stage, we 

have only received notification that four students from all other 

levels of the school will not be with us next year. This is a very 

different scenario to past years where many students transferred 

to new schools in years 4 and 5 in order to secure secondary 

placements at these schools. As an aside, Iôm  

actually delighted with this retention in our upper years as I 

believe there are just so many benefits we offer our students 

when they complete the entire journey from prep to year 6 at 

APS! 

 In order to assist our 2010 planning, could you please let us 

know if your child/ren will not be attending Armadale PS next 

year by returning the slip enclosed in this newsletter. This 

greatly assists our planning processes.  

 

Parent Opinion Survey Thanks 
Fifty parent opinion surveys were distributed to randomly se-

lected families at the beginning of this week. The majority of 

these have been promptly returned ï with the confectionary 

enticement (freddo frog) duly handed over!  My sincere thanks 

to all families who have taken the time to provide feedback to 

the school through this survey.  We are hoping to have all sur-

veys returned by tomorrow, Friday 28th August and then these 

will be forwarded to The Department of Education & Early 

Childhood Development (DEECD) for collation early next 

week. Last year we had about 96% of the surveys returned and 

as we always aim to do things better at Armadale letôs see if we 

can get 100% this year.  

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Coming events 

Friday 28 August          Level 4 Cocktail Party 

Thursday 3 September   Wrapping Fathersô Day gifts 9.00am 

 (in Staffroom kitchen) 

Thursday 3 September Husk Fashion Styling Evening 6pm 

Friday 4 September        Fathersô Day Stall 

Monday 7 September Class Reps Meeting 9am Pedrina Hall 

Friday 11 September Sausage Sizzle 

 
Whatôs happening this week? 

Chocolate Drive 

PLEASE, for those of you who havenôt yet returned their 

unsold chocolates or monies raised, can you do so ASAP.  

 

Level 4 Cocktail Party 

The class cocktail parties are always a great opportunity to 

catch up with other parents and staff in a relaxed environment 

outside school hours.  We hope all the Level 4 parents enjoy 

tomorrow night at Nick and Robyn Martinôs house.           

 

Husk Fashion Styling Evening (Hawksburn Store)  

If you have already replied to the Husk Fashion Evening but 

have not received a confirmation from Lisa, please email her at 

l.mclellan@bigpond.com.  There are still some places 

available so if you would like to come along please RSVP. 

 

Fathersô Day Stall 

As you know, the Fathersô Day stall will be held on the 

morning of Friday 4 September. The boxes are now in your 

childôs classroom so PLEASE donate at least one or two 

appropriate items.  Please contact Andrea Gray 

(0438099243) if you have any other donations. 

For those of you who can spend an hour or two to help wrap 

the presents in clear cellophane, this will happen on Thursday 

3 September after drop off in the staff kitchen.  Please fill in 

the forms in this newsletter if you are able to help with either 

wrapping on Thurs 3 September from 9am or at the stall on 

Friday 4 September.  As always, your help is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Have a great weeké.. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

BOOK WEEK  

We are having a wonderful Book Week this year. The Book 

Fair has been a great success, with lots of books sold and 

many ordered. These books should arrive within a week or so 

and will be distributed to the children as soon as they arrive. 

Many thanks to the parents who helped with the book fair this 

year, including Ruth Allen-Lyons, Lisa Pascoe, Rebecca 

Niven, Gill Davies, Katie Simmonds and Pina Martelli. 

The performances have been very well received by both the 

students and the teachers and we are all looking forward to a 

wonderful Book Parade on Friday, and are crossing our 

fingers for fine weather. 

Donôt forget tomorrow is the last day to get your PRC lists in 

to me to verify. 
 

Malcolm Dow  

Library Co-ordinator 

LEVEL 1 GRANDPARENTS OR SPECIAL FRIEND 

DAY REMINDER  
On Friday 4th September all children in Level 1 will be 

enjoying some special activities with their grandparents or a 

special family friend. This really is one of our most memorable 

and favourite days in Prep! We are hoping that every child will 

have at least one grandparent or a special friend to help them 

share in this special day. 

A note and invitation has already been sent home to our 

families. Please let us know if you have not 

received them.            

Thank you 

 

Penny, Pippa & Rosanna 

CHOIR NEWS 
We are pleased to announce that Will Dixon and Aidan Gates 

were successful in gaining a place in the Australian Boysô 

choir. Congratulations boys! 

FATHERSô DAY HELP 
 

Name: _________________________ Ph: ______________ 

 

Childôs class: _____________ 

 

Ǐ  Thursday (in Staffroom at 9.00am) 

 

       Friday (selling) 

Ǐ  9.00 ï10.00  

Ǐ  10.00-11.00 

Ǐ  11.30-121.00 

 

Please return this form to the office 

HOUSE POINTS 
  

Densham won this weekôs house 

points. Congratulations to all the 

children in Densham. 

Densham 
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STUDENT WELL BEING AT ARMADALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

TARGETED SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

As you know Armadale has been running a support program for a range of students since the beginning of the year. The 

overarching aim of this program has been to offer targeted support to cater for the diverse range of learning needs of our 

students in order to improve learning outcomes. As specified in earlier newsletters, students were identified using school 

based data, the VELS teacher judgements, which was reported to you in the mid year and end of year student reports.  You 

would remember that in the first semester we had a numeracy focus and Malcolm Dow, Peter Cracknell and I worked with 

groups of students at each end of the developmental spectrum in levels 2, 3 and 4. 

 

The school undertook a review of this program at the end of semester 1 and again informed by the data emanating from the 

mid-year assessment cycle, the support program continued into the second semester. However, the shift in focus has been 

from numeracy to literacy, with specific emphasis on spelling and writing. If anyone saw the ñToday Tonightò program on 

Channel 7 on Tuesday night, you would have gleaned that spelling is problematic across schools in Victoria.   This 

problem is of course compounded by spell check, texting, emails, online chatting and cyber-speak.  At Armadale we hold 

the view that the ability to spell correctly and apply correct grammar and spelling rules is still a vital part of a studentôs 

education and importantly, to be an effective communicator one needs to spell correctly. 

The other difference this semester is we have brought in Level 1ôs into the program with the emphasis on phonemic 

awareness, spelling and recognising letters. Both Peter and Malcolm work with the Level 1ôs in groups of 4 to 6 students 

practising reading rotations, sharing readers, and using flash cards to recognise words. Malcolm just recently shared the 

story of a young prep student who exclaimed after a group session with Malcolm ï ñI now know how to read, you just 

sound out the wordsò. A true light bulb moment for that young student and it again goes to prove, our teachers make the 

difference. 

 

I have continued to work with my maths enrichment group that I started with last semester, mainly because external 

commitments and illness prevented me from having continuity with the students during semester 1.  I also take a group of 

students at Level 2 and assist them with their spelling, using Sound waves, a resource which provides us with a whole 

school phonemic approach to spelling. 

 

Peter is working with the level 3ôs on spelling  using the Soundwaves resource  and Malcolm has continued his work with 

the Level 4ôs focusing on their spelling, analysis of words ; word sounds that are broken into syllables, root words and 

endings and word construction. 

Between Malcolm, Peter and I, there is approximately 21 hours of support offered to our students every week, from three 

very experienced teachers. We look forward to evaluating our program at the end of the year and seeking feedback from 

our staff and students. 

 

C u l8tr, 

 

Rochelle Cukier 

On Monday the 24 th of 

August the whole school 

had an awesome Italian 

performance by two Ital-

ians, Justin and Maria. The 

performance was very 

engaging to the audi-

ence by getting them to 

clap their hands and 

coming up on stage for 

things like òItalian Idoló. 
 

Maria and Justin had great opera skills 

which they showed us by lots of Italian 

songs. We had two competitions during 

the performance, Italian Idol, which 

Julian from 4P won. The second was the 

Dancing With The Italianos, which 

Gabriella won, from 3P. We would like to 

give a big thank -you to Pina, for 

organising this terrific day. We all 

enjoyed it very much.  

By Riley and Emma  

 



OOSHC NEWS  



 

  
 

Ecosleep is excited to be launching Coshee in Melbourne this Sunday and you are invitedééé.. 
 
Coshee is a unique form of Duvet/top sheet combination made of Bamboo/cotton and natural cotton fabrics. The range will 
be available only on-line and will be supplemented by a range of Silk Duvets and mix and match sheeting. Coshee is also 
perfect for allergy suffers or lovers of 100% natural fibers.   
 

So come along with friends and family for an afternoon of wine and nibblesé. 
 

When sun 30 aug (this weekend)  Where the apartment: 401 little bourke street, Melbourne    
       2.00pm to 5.00pmish 

 

Call Vanessa on 0402 997926 or visit www.coshee.com  for more details.  
 
10% discount Coshee Classic range on presentation of this ad. 

 

http://www.coshee.com/

