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COMING EVENTS  
Friday 11 September - L1 excursion to Como House 

Friday 11 September - Footsteps Disco L1&2 6.00-7.10pm & L3&4 7.15-8.30pm in Pedrina Hall 

Friday 11 September - L4 Aussie Rules Gala Day at Murphyôs Reserve, Port Melbourne 

Friday 18 September - Hot Dog Day & 125th Anniversary Activities 

Friday 18 September - End of term - students dismissed at 2.30pm 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy Birthday Armadale Primary School 

 ñThe Armadale State School has 137 feet 6 inches to 

Sutherland Road, by 287 feet through to Armadale Road, and 

was purchased by the Department from Mr Edward 

OôDonnell, of St Kilda, for Ã860  in 1884. An adjoining lot, 66 

by 140 feet, in Sutherland Road was purchased in 1889 for 

£528. The school ï a wooden building, once occupied by the 

census clerks, was removed from Bowen Street, Melbourne, to 

this site, and, after renovation, was opened as a State School 

on September 8, 1884, under James Crothy, as head teacher. 

A new brick school (currently the main building on Densham 

Road) was built on August 3, 1886, costing £2778. Additions 

to this building followed - 1890 costing £1793, 1898 costing 

£1526 and finally the new infant school in 1902 costing 

Ã3367.ò        

It seemed appropriate to start of this weekôs newsletter with this 

extract from óThe History of Prahranô, which briefly outlines the 

opening of our wonderful school 125 years ago this week. To 

celebrate this important birthday for our school, we will be 

holding some special events on the last two days of term. A 

heritage display will be set up in the library next week to 

showcase some of the schoolôs memorabilia that has been 

collected over the years. Classes will visit this display next 

Thursday 17th September to get a feel for how the school has 

changed over the years. Any parents who would like to peruse 

this display are more than welcome to drop in at any stage during 

the day. 

On the last day of term, we have a special games program 

organised for children to have some fun participating in a range 

of heritage games. As we have had several recent dress up days, 

we didnôt want to request that children come to school dressed in 

complete period costume, so instead we are requesting that 

children come to school with a óhint of heritageô.  This could be 

something as simple as plaits or slicked back hair, a shirt and tie, 

knickerbockers, a shawl etc. A hot dog day has been organised 

for lunch on the last day, so students will be able to participate in 

the games and then enjoy their lunch. 

A special assembly has been planned to finish off the term; this 

will get underway at approximately 1:30pm and then students 

will be dismissed from this assembly at 2:30pm to begin their 

term 3 holidays. A past student of the school will share some 

reflections about their time at Armadale at the assembly and then 

we will call on our school leaders to cut a 125th Birthday Cake 

(each child will also be given their own individual cupcake as 

they leave the assembly).  

Iôll provide some further details in next weekôs newsletter and we 

hope that many parents may be able to come along to share in 

this special assembly on Friday 18th September. 
 

Fathersô Day Stall 

A big thank you again to so many willing parent volunteers who 

assisted with last weekôs Fathersô Day Stall. From the buying to 

the wrapping to the selling ï there was such a supportive parent 

team helping out Andrea last week ï thank you to all who kindly 

volunteered their time. I trust there were many happy dads on 

Sunday who now have some óspecial itemsô to treasure!  
 

Thank You Campers 

Well our hopes for some lovely spring weather for our level three 

camp to Arrabri didnôt eventuate, but our enthusiastic campers 

didnôt let that deter them too much and our students were able to 

participate in all but one of the campôs many activities. I would 

just like to recognise again the wonderful efforts of the staff and 

parents who made this camp possible. Supervising and 

supporting children 24/7 on a camp is a big responsibility, so itôs 

gold star to the following teachers and parents - Robin Nicolson 

(Camp Coordinator), Rachel Jackson, Virginia Wallace, Chris 

Adams, Natalie Harbig (student teacher), Bruce Hemingway, 

Andrew Bounos and Pru De Hennin. 
 

Last Week of Term 3 

As already mentioned earlier, students will be dismissed early 

next Friday 18th September at 2:30pm to begin their term 3 break. 

School will resume on Monday 5th October for the start of term 4.  

Next week will operate as a planning week for staff and so the 

normal specialist timetable will not be in operation. If you 

normally assist in the classroom, you may want to check with 

your childôs teacher that your weekly support time can go ahead 

as usual.  

¶ Level 2 teachers will be planning on Monday 

¶ Level 3 teachers will be planning on Tuesday 

¶ Level 1 teachers will be planning on Wednesday 

¶ Level 4 teachers will be planning on Thursday 

¶ Specialist teachers will be planning on Friday. 
 

Footsteps Disco 

As a culmination to our Footsteps Dance Program over the last 

two terms, our wonderful PFA have very kindly funded a disco 

night on Friday 11th September in Pedrina Hall for all Armadale 

students. The Level 1&2 Disco will run from 6:00 ï 7:10pm and 

the Level 3&4 Disco will follow from 7:15 ï 8:30pm. Rochelle 

and I will be in attendance to supervise students at both discos 

and we hope there may be a few parents who can also stay to 

help supervise.  

As this is a free event for all students, we are looking forward to 

lots of students attending. What a great way to showcase all of 

those dance moves picked up through the weekly Footsteps 

lessons!  
 

Greatly Appreciated Simon Cowdery 

The installation of the new kitchen in the staffroom has been a 

great addition to the school but after a few weeks we discovered 

that our smart new dishwasher was not suited to a high traffic 

area requiring several quick washes each day. After discussions 

about this at a recent environment subcommittee meeting, one of 

our resourceful parents, Simon Cowdery, hatched a plan for 

swapping our new dishwasher with a more suitable machine. A 

big thanks to Simon for ducking into school this week to help us 

rectify this problem.  

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au/


YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  

1R Annabel McCormack For her positive attitude and her determination to improve her reading and for always 
being a great helper! Well done Annabel!  

2G Liadan Robinson For the consistent effort she makes with her work and for her excellent results in our SRA 
reading program. 

2G Mark Allen-Lyons For the big effort he made with his homework this week, he is developing excellent 
organisational skills. 

2J Joshua Poole For using persistence and confidence to complete his extension mathematics activities in 
the classroom. 

2P Nathan Hoorbakht for focusing and taking pride in the completion of all his creative work in the classroom 
and the Art room. 

2W Georgia Wolfe For demonstrating wonderful organisational skills in her own work and in whole class 
activities. 

3N Eden Bourne For showing great confidence when working on fraction and decimal activities - keep up 
the fantastic effort! 

3P Clara Conheady For showing great organisation when producing her work by using more time and effort. 
Well done Clara! 

4F Thomas Cole For challenging himself with more complex gymnastics skills in Tri Skills. 

4P Mark Spizzirri For working co-operatively with his partner during Tri Skills. Well done Mark. 

THE ARTS NEWS 
 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK: Yoo-Na Kim (2G) ï For her 

fabulous papier mache sunflower where she demonstrated an 

excellent understanding of shape & colour. Well done Yoo-Na! 

 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1C ï For showing a good 

understanding of line and shape when drawing their own self-

portraits. Excellent work 1C! 

 

MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 1R ï For demonstrating 

excellent listening skills whilst playing ñRhythm Bingoò. Well 

done 1R! 

 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:  The Age newspaper for the 

tables.  

 

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play/perform for us.  

¶ Thank you to Matthew Bickerdike (drums), Julian 

Mihal (saxophone), Louis Taffs (flute) & Justin 

Lack (flute) from Rednotes, for performing ñSesame 

Streetò at assembly. The audience loved your choice 

of song boys, well done! 

 

THE JOSH COHEN SCHOOL OF MUSIC  

The Josh Cohen School of Music is a brand new premium 

music school based at Malvern and specialising in personalised 

piano tuition. Offering lessons by tertiary qualified piano 

teachers in jazz, modern and classical styles, the Josh Cohen 

School of Music strives to provide fresh and down-to-earth 

piano tuition in a warm and welcoming environment.  

The teachersô widespread experience allows them to efficiently 

assess the different needs and aspirations of students across a 

broad range of ages and abilities. Students are able to undertake 

AMEB examinations and also have the opportunity to perform 

at the annual concert. 

For more information about the school or to arrange a time for 

a complimentary introductory lesson, please contact: 

Josh Cohen School of Music 

Ph. 9509 7779 

35a Station St, Malvern 

* Flyers available at the office. 

info@joshcohen.com.au 

www.joshcohen.com.au 

 

LEVEL 2 CHOIR ï Friday, 8.15am (SHARP) in the Infant 

Hall. 

 

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR - Friday, 8.20am (SHARP)  in the 

Music Room.  

¶ The Level 3 & 4 choir will be performing, ñWe Are 

the Worldò, at Armadale Primary Schoolôs final 

assembly on Friday 18th September, to celebrate its 

125th birthday.  
 

Amanda Wilson 

RECORDER GROUP CHANGE OF TIME  
 

Next week Recorder group. 

Rehearsals will be  held in 1P's 

classroom at 11.00am on Tuesday. 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Coming events 

Friday 11 September School disco 

Monday 14 September fundfotos participation forms due  

 latest today 

Friday 18 September Hot Dog day (run by L2 parents) 

Friday 16 October Healthy Breakfast  

 

Itôs all about fast moves, cool music, disco balls é..the 

Armadale Primary disco is on again! 

                                                 

Disco 

After weeks of Footsteps dance instruction, the disco is sure to 

be a highlight on the school calendar!  The details were sent 

home with your child on Monday.  Level 1 & 2ôs session is at 

6 ï 7.10pm and Level 3 & 4ôs at 7.15 ï 8.30pm.  We really 

require parents to supervise the disco and have only one 

volunteer, at this stage, for the Level 3 & 4ôs session.   As we 

require more volunteers for the Level 3 & 4ôs session, 
please let the office know if you are able to help ASAP. 

Thank you to the parents who have already volunteered to help 

on the night.  As always, your assistance is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

fundfotos 

fundfotos offer two fantastic opportunities for Armadale 

Primary.  It is a great fundraising opportunity for the school 

and also you have the opportunity to buy professional photos 

of your child at reasonable prices.  If you would like 

fundfotos to take photos of your child, a Participation 

Form must be completed and given to the office at the 

latest by Monday 14 Sept.  A Participation Form was sent 

home with your child on Monday.  Photos will be taken in the 

week 12 ï 16 October.   There is definitely no obligation to 

buy any photos but a Participation Form must be completed if 

you would like to have the option of purchasing photos in 

Term 4. 

  

Fathersô Day Stall 

We would like to extend an ENORMOUS thank you to 

Andrea Gray who did a great job organising the Fathersô Day 

stall this year.  The success of these stalls requires a lot of 

work and organisation.  Thank you to all the families who very 

kindly donated to the stall and to the Class Reps for rallying 

the parents and supplying the Fathersô Day boxes.  We had a 

fantastic array of items, which no doubt would have put a 

smile many dadsô faces last Sunday.  We would also 

particularly like to thank Angela Hrysomallis for arranging the 

donation of so many beautiful picture frames.  Finally, thank 

you also to all those mums and our only dad (Anand Shah) 

who gave up their time to help with wrapping on Thursday and 

the stall on Friday.   

 

Hot Dog Day 

The Hot Dog Day run by the Level 2 parents will now be held 

on the last day of term, Friday 18th September. If you are a 

Level 2 parent and able to help, please contact Rachel Power. 

 

Chocolate Drive 

PLEASE, for those of you who havenôt yet returned their 

unsold chocolates or monies raised, can you do so ASAP this 

week.  So far over $5500 profit has been made from this 

fundraiser, so please return the money or chocolates so we can 

finalise our figures. 

 

Have a great weeké.. 

 

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

 

FOOTSTEPS DISCO NIGHT  

FRIDAY 11 th SEPTEMBER 

 

Tomorrow a special Footsteps Disco will 

be held in Pedrina Hall run by Footsteps 

dance instructors, to complement our 

dance program.  

All Armadale PS children are welcome to 

attend. This activity is being funded by PFA.  

¶ Level 1 & 2 childrenôs session is from 6.00 to 

7.10pm and  

¶ Level 3 & 4 children from 7.15 to 8.30pm.  

 

We look forward to a great night. 

 

Peter Cracknell 

KIDS DISCO  

 

 

Yes, I can help assist with the  

supervision at the Disco tomorrow 

 

 

Ä Level 1&2 Disco 6.00-7.10pm 

 

Ä Level 3&4 Disco 7.15-8.30pm 

 

 

Name: _________________________________   

Childôs Class: ____ 

Phone: ___________________________ 
HOUSE POINTS 
  

Densham won this weekôs house 

points. Congratulations to all the 

children in Densham. 

Densham 
 



STUDENT WELL BEING AT ARMADALE PRIMARY  

 
 

Dear Parents, 

As part of my role here at Armadale PS  I sometimes have students in my office, not necessarily by invitation, 

talking about the choices they have made when they were outside in the yard, playing with their friends.  Thankfully, 

compared to many other schools, I donôt have to spend a great deal of time reacting to negative behaviour and 

having discussions with students that are of a punitive nature and in the majority of cases; my talks with some 

students are around how they can be a better friend and play more safely in the yard. This therefore gives me greater 

scope to research programs for our students that are more proactive in their aims. I have mentioned in previous 

newsletters, that all schools in the state are currently writing a new student engagement policy, which will replace 

our existing discipline policy and student code of conduct. This will be my area of focus for Term 4 and one of the 

elements  of this new policy is to bring in preventative programs into schools which will promote a positive school 

culture, high student engagement and student wellbeing. Again I reiterate that at Armadale we are fortunate that we 

already have a very positive school climate and our student data clearly shows the high degree of both peer and 

school connectedness felt by our senior school cohort. 

 

But rather than sit back on our laurels, Jim and I always look forward to how we can continuously improve our 

practices here at Armadale. One of the areas our teachers would like to address involves developing further the roles 

of student leadership and certain friendship behaviours that are emerging amongst our senior girls.  When I was 

teaching in secondary schools, I recall that our Year 7ôs were always eager, keen and enthusiastic but that would 

soon wear off by  Year 8 and more challenging behaviours, such as the teenage princess syndrome, emerged. By 

year 9, the students were ready for something different, consequently many schools run off campus experiences, 

such as urban camps or camps in the bush for a whole term that enable students to develop greater independence and 

self-sufficiency.  At Year 10, students are exploring different pathways and transitions and by Year 11 students are 

focused on their VCE; VET or VCAL pathway. Yes, I agree this is a large generalisation, but this pattern was seen 

all over the state. 

What the psychologists are saying now is that the behaviours amongst girls that appeared in secondaries are now 

rearing their heads in primary schools. Biologically, our young girls seem to be maturing more quickly than before, 

girls aged 8 and younger are being exposed to the fashion of teenagers and the media seem to be encouraging our 

children to grow up very quickly. 

Maybe as parents you have experienced something along these lines? 

 

To assist our senior girls who will be in Level 4 next year I have booked a group named ñStrideò to come in and 

work with our girls on November 5th this year. You may have caught the program ñInsightò last week that focused 

on the ñQueenbees and ñwannabeesò in our schools.  Stride will work with the girls using a program called MPower 

Girls to help the girls with their relationships at school.  Here is an extract to explain what MPower Girls is all about: 

 

ñWhen we think of aggression or anger in the school yard we often associate this with boys, however it is 

increasingly apparent that girls are just as capable of bullying and aggression. MPower Girls explores the 

relationships girls have with each other and the secret world of girlsô aggression. The program deals with issues of 

bullying, cliques and how girls relate to one another.  

MPower Girls seeks to encourage students to talk about what it means to be a girl and to discuss what happens in 

their friendship groups and how this affects them. 

Girls are able to work together to discuss and resolve problems or issues within their groups or in a larger class size 

group using activities and dolls to create visual ideas on which to base their discussions. 

The purpose of the program is to: 

Å reveal and explore the nature of girls Å better understand girlsô relationships  

Å practise new ways of relating Å develop the confidence to express feelings honestly.ò 
We think this will be a fantastic way of setting the culture and environment to enable our senior girls to work even 

more effectively in their classes next year. 

The other great news is that normally there would be a charge per student for participation in this program, but I 

have been able to secure funding from the Stonnington Council through their School Focused Youth Service to 

support this program. It should be a fantastic experience for our girls. 

 

Next week I will discuss our leadership development program for our senior students. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Rochelle 



 
 
 

Holiday Program  

The September Holiday Program is ¾ full with only one week left of school.  

If you want to book into any of the activities please do so asap.  

 

AASC & Diabetes Australia 1.5 Million Sport Passes Challenge  

At Wednesday morningõs assembly I congratulated the following children for participating 

in the Active After School Communities & Diabetes Australia Challenge to raise 

awareness to the prevalence of diabetes in the community with certificates and Rebel 

Sports vouchers.  

The children had to count how many sport passes, bounces and throws they could do in 2 

weeks. The children racked up between 2,000 and 20,000 passes. Amazing guys.  

Congratulations: Jordan Dutch, Jacob Sayers -Niemann, Austin Harding, Nathan 

Hoorbakht, Lachlan Hall, Ryan Higgins (not pictured) and Harrison Gill (not pictured).  
 

 

 


