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COMING EVENTS  
Friday 30 October  - L4 Netball Gala Day 

Friday 30 October - L1 & 2 Milo Cricket 

Friday 30 October - Icypole day $1 

Monday 2 November - School as normal from 9.00am to 3.30pm 

Tuesday 3 November - Melbourne Cup Day holiday 

Wednesday 4 November - L3 Soccer Gala Day 

Thursday 5 November - 3N excursion to launch of Chapel Street Litter Reduction Program 

Thursday 5 November - Grade 4 & 5 student well being program activities 

Friday 6 November - Prep 2010 Orientation session 2.15-3.15pm 

Friday 20 November - PFA Meeting 9.00am 

Friday 20 November - Twilight Working Bee L2, 3 & 4 from 4.30-6.30pm 

Dear Parents 

 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
Please note that the school will be closed next Tuesday 3rd 

November for the annual Cup Day holiday. With the state wide 

changes to staff training days this year, all schools in Victoria 

have already undertaken their four training days and therefore 

next Monday 2nd November will not be a pupil free day as in 

past years.  

All students are expected to attend school on Monday 2nd 

November and undertake their regular classes.   
 

World Teachersô Day 

Friday 30th October (tomorrow) is World Teachersô Day. This is 

an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the wonderful work 

that all teachers undertake every day. As I reflect on the 

teachers I have worked with over the last 26 years, the thing 

that continues to stand out is the dedication and professionalism 

of teachers. Their ongoing commitment to doing the best for 

their students is an exemplary aspect of our profession. I can 

confidently say that as each of our teachers walks through the 

door every morning, they are completely focused on how they 

are going to support and nurture each one of their students in 

their class every day to be the best they can be.  

When I came into school on Wednesday morning, the first 

email I opened up was from an APS parent who thought she 

would just drop me a line to say how wonderful her childôs 

teacher is and how happy they are at Armadale. It was such 

lovely feedback to help kick start my day! Maybe you could 

think of some small way in which you can express your thanks 

to your childôs teacher on World Teachersô Day? 

 

Working Bee 

Our regular program of one working bee each term has been 

thrown into disarray this year as we anticipated the start of our 

rebuilding of Pedrina Hall and the implications this was going 

to have for our grounds. As this new project is still to be 

finalised, we have decided to hold one more working bee for 

2009 in order to spruce up the grounds prior to the Christmas 

break.  

As most of the jobs to do on the working bee list will 

essentially involve maintenance, we have decided to schedule 

this final working bee for the year as a twilight working bee on 

Friday 20th November from 4:30 ï 6:30 pm. We will be seeking 

support from parents in levels 2, 3 and 4 who can spend an hour 

or two to help tackle those maintenance jobs. There will be 

further information in next weekôs newsletter, so please mark 

this date in your diary.  

 

2009 Parent Opinion Survey Results 

Last term we distributed surveys to 50 families in order to 

obtain feedback on many operational aspects of the school. We 

had a terrific response rate to this survey with over 92% of 

parents very kindly taking the time to complete this survey.  

We received collated results of this survey from the Department 

of Education & Early Childhood Development (DEECD) this 

week and overall I am very pleased with the results. Of the 18 

variables measured, 15 of these areas were rated at or above 

state mean results. It is interesting to note that the highest rating 

on the survey was in the area of student safety which was rated 

just under the 90th percentile for the state. Other highly rated 

variables were parent input, homework, connectedness to peers, 

student motivation, social skills and school connectedness. All 

of these areas were significantly above state mean results with 

most above the 75th percentile for the state.  

In addition to the above mentioned areas which rated very 

highly, there were also several areas that had shown significant 

improvements in excess of 25 ï 30% over the last twelve 

months. These included school connectedness, student 

motivation, homework, reporting and school improvement.  

Whilst most of the survey results were very positive and 

affirming, there were three areas that rated just under the state 

mean. These areas included extracurricular, stimulating learning 

and classroom behaviour.  As a school that embraces a culture 

of continuous improvement and academic excellence, we will 

wholeheartedly utilise these results to reflect on our current 

practices and explore where we can continue to improve. Many 

parents also took the time to attach written comments to the 

survey and these will also be further analysed in detail with 

these results. 

As youôre no doubt aware by now, I feel itôs important that as a 

school we continue to operate with a high degree of 

transparency in all areas. In always publishing our results, I 

believe it is also important that we all have a clear 

understanding of the challenges we face and that we all work 

together to harness our collective capacity in support of our 

wonderful students at Armadale.  

 

Jim Cahill 

Principal 

mailto:armadale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.armadaleps.vic.edu.au/


YOU CAN DO IT! AWARDS  

ART NEWS 
 

ART CLASS OF THE WEEK: 2E ï For 

working co-operatively on their óHealthy 

Livingô models and for showing persistence 

when making figurines out of plasticine. Well done 2E! 

ARTIST OF THE WEEK: Stephanie Bounos 4F ï For the 

time and care she is putting into creating her óIdentity Boxô. 

Well done Stephanie! 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:  CLASS 1C: Shoe boxes for 

animal dioramas. 

¶ Thank you to all the parents who have been supplying the 

art room with newspapers. I now have enough until the end 
of the term. Thank you for your time and effort in collecting 

& transporting the papers to the art room.  

 

 

MUSIC NEWS 

 
MUSIC CLASS OF THE WEEK: 2J ï For 

approaching every music lesson with enthusiasm 

and an eagerness to learn. Well done 2J, keep up 

the good work! 

 

LEVEL 2 CHOIR: Friday 8.15 am in the Infant Hall 

LEVEL 3 & 4 CHOIR : Friday 8.20 am in the Music Room 

 

 

¶ On Wednesday 4 November, the junior and senior choir will 

be singing ñABCò, by the Jackson 5, at assembly. All 

students have been asked to dress up in a Michael Jackson 

theme i.e. glove on one hand, rolled up jeans with white 

socks, stylish jackets, black hat. 

 

¶ Would all Level 3 & 4 choir members please bring along 

your music sheets to; ñYou Canôt Stop the Beatò from the 

musical Hairspray and ñItôs a Hard Knock Lifeò from the 

musical Annie.  

 

LEVEL 3 & 4 ENSEMBLE & RECORDER: Tuesday 

1.10pm in the Music Room 

ASSEMBLY PERFORMANCES: Students are encouraged to 

perform at assembly and share their music with the school. 

Please contact me or your classroom teacher if your child/

children would like to play for us.  

¶ Thank you to Shi-Mei Ewing from 3J for performing 

beautifully on her violin at Wednesdayôs assembly. Shi-Mei 

is getting ready to sit her Grade 6 violin exam on November 

20 and will be performing two more songs in preparation for 

her exam on the 11 November.  

 

Amanda Wilson 
 

ENSEMBLE AND RECORDER GROUPS 
 

Rehearsals for Ensemble and Recorder will take place each 

Tuesday at 1.15pm in the Music Room 

1R Claire Gray For the persistence and great effort she is demonstrating in all areas of her learning. 
Keep it up Claire. 

1R Stella Stanford-Clark For always showing great getting along skills, her caring towards all her peers and for 
always having a great smile. 

2E Lucien Catrice For his application and persistence in completing his reading rotation activities this 
week. A wonderful effort! 

2G Finn Patterson For taking the initiative to organise a roster for a popular classroom job and for showing 
good getting along skills in the classroom. 

2J Mia Vodicka Georgiou       For using great persistence to complete her English online tests to a very high standard.                                                  
Well done. 

2P Grace Meer for consistently completing all her classroom tasks and being kind to all her classmates. 

2W Millie McKellar For demonstrating great confidence when completing all classroom activities. An 
excellent effort Millie! 

3N Will Phillips For completing fantastically detailed sentences to answer a reading activity quiz - well 
done! 

3P Sasha Durnic For showing great knowledge when attempting challenging mathematics tasks in class. 
Great persistence Sasha! 

4F Stephanie Hrysomallis For being considerate to others and having a persistent approach to her class activities.  

4P Jemima Barratt For giving valuable assistance to the preps in the library when they are borrowing 
books. Well done Jemima. 

NUDE FOOD AWARDS 

 

Congratulations to 3N for being this weekôs 

winner in the Nude Food awards.  

 

HOUSE POINTS 

  
Northcote won this weekôs house 

points. Congratulations to all the 

children in Northcote. 

Northcote 

 



PARENTS AND FRIENDS FOR ARMADALE (PFA)  
 

Coming Events: 

Friday 30 October Icypoles $1 

Friday 20 November PFA meeting 9.00am 

Friday 27 November Christmas lunch for Mums 

 

Hi everyone,  

                                     
Christmas cards 

Many thanks to all who supported the Christmas Card 

fundraiser, all merchandise will be available for collection from 

Monday 30 November.  To those who wanted to purchase cards 

designed by their children but missed the deadline of the 23rd 

October, we are very sorry but we are unable to extend the 

deadline. A very big thank you also to Amanda Wilson for all 

her hard work with getting to children to create their cards. 

 

Ladies end of year Lunch 

Kate Dalton has very kindly organised an end of year Christmas 

Lunch for Armadale Primary Mums.  

Itôs on Friday 27 November at 12 noon. 

Lento at 304 Toorak Rd South Yarra  

$35.00pp for a two course meal plus glass of wine 

Please pop money (cash only) into the office with your name on 

envelope. 

RSVP Monday 23 November 

Any queries ...please call Kate 0458 928 744 

 

Icy pole day 

As in first term, icy poles will be for sale every 

Friday this term.  Please remember to give your 

child $1 tomorrow.  

                        

Have a great week... 

                      

Natalie Graham              Lisa McLellan 

0418 718169                  0417 058228 

PFA co-presidents 

PREPS 2010 
 

Could all parents who have yet to return their Prep 2010 

transition forms to the office please do so by tomorrow 

Friday 30 October. 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

¶ Just a reminder that the Level 4 Netball Gala Day is 

going to be held tomorrow at Duncan McKinnon 

reserve. The bus leaves at 9.00am. 

 

¶ Also the Level 3 Soccer Gala Day has been 

rescheduled for Wednesday the 4th of November at 

Fawkner Park. We still require parents to assist us on 

the day with coaching and supervision.  

  

¶ On Friday, Level 1 and 2 students will be participating 

in Milo Cricket. For those children who are interested 

in joining a local cricket club please read the 

information below. 
  

IN2CRICKET 'HAVE A GO' PROGRAM  

 Toorak-Prahran Cricket Club run an In2Cricket 'Have a 

Go' program at Orrong Park each Friday from 4:30-5:30. It is 

a great way to get your children out and about learning all the 

skills required to play cricket. It is for girls and boys aged 

between 5-8 years old.  

 

Registration Day for the program is on tomorrow Friday 30th 

of October, 4:30-5:30pm, at Orrong Park. Training starts the 

following Friday, November 6th. 

 

If you have any questions the contacts are: 

Robert Ary - Secretary 

Mob: 0407311032    Email: robbietrakker@aol.com or 

 

Stephen Zayler - Junior Co-ordinator 

Mob: 0439394463   Email: stephenzayler562@hotmail.com  

  

Chris Adams 

Sports Co-ordinator 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE NEWSLETTER  

 

In keeping with our school Privacy Policy, the weekly 

newsletter will only be available on our website to parents 

using a password system. This ensures that we continue to 

celebrate the achievements of our children by publishing 

photos and names whilst protecting their privacy.  

 

From Wednesday 4 November parents will need to go the 

Newsletter tab on the website and register. Once registered 

and approved you will be able to create a password to allow 

access to the newsletter each week.  

 

We would encourage all parents to register and 

reduce our paper usage by viewing the 

newsletter online. 

SUNSCREEN 
 

With warmer weather nearly upon us itôs 

time to start regularly applying sun 

protection as well as wearing hats at 

school. 
 

We have sunscreen available for purchase from the office: 

¶ roll-ons for $5.00 and  

¶ tubes for $6.00 (limited quantities only of the tubes). 

All money raised goes to our fundraising efforts. 

OOSHC NEWS 

SECONDS TO GIVE CHARITY 

DRIVE  

 

Thank you to all those families who have 

donated childrenôs shoes and books. Please keep them 

coming, the schools in the Philippines are in great need. 

Also, we have been asked if there are any families with 

second hand towels and bedding to donate. 

 

Katie Wallman 

mailto:robbietrakker@aol.com
mailto:stephenzayler562@hotmail.com
http://www.thefundraisinggroup.com.au/sunblock-australia-booking-form.php


STUDENT WELL BEING AT ARMADALE PRIMARY  

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM  

 

Over the last 2 weeks our students in levels 1 and 2 (Preps, Grade 1 and 2) have been very busy with their 

intensive swimming program and it was wonderful to witness their development over those 2 weeks and see 

how far they have come. Itôs also very reassuring for parents that after these introductory lessons and any other 

additional private swimming lessons, our children will be able to keep themselves safe this summer. Now that 

the program has concluded, your childrenôs eating requirements and sleeping patterns should return to what is 

more normal for them over this week. 

 

 

ONLINE ENGLISH INTERVIEW and SUPPORT PROGRAM  

 

Over the last 3 weeks, all children in Prep, Grade 1 and 2 have undertaken the online English interview testing 

with their class teacher. This involved a one to one interview between the student and the teacher which 

engaged the student in reading, talking about themselves, answering questions about an unknown text and 

demonstrating their understanding and comprehension. Each interview lasts from approximately 30- 45minutes 

and afforded the teachers a real insight into your childôs progress in English. These interviews were mandated 

by the DEECD and were to occur over an allocated 4 week timeslot from October 12th to November 6th. To 

enable these interviews to occur all Level 1 and 2 teachers were released from their teaching duties for 3 

separate days and were replaced by teachers within the school: Pauline Eldredge, Malcolm Dow, Chris Adams 

and myself. Our involvement in supporting the Level 1 and 2 teachers meant that our targeted support program 

had to be suspended over that time. We anticipate reinstating the program across all levels next week and itôs 

certainly been heartening having children come up and ask ,òWhen will we have our maths or spelling class 

again?ò 

 

The other significant element of the English online interview is that itôs not just for reporting purposes but 

provides a detailed diagnostic element for teachers to inform them of where children are at this point in the year 

and what specific individual learning within the English discipline needs addressing. 

 

 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT POLICY  

 

The work on this policy continues and I look forward to meeting many parents this afternoon at our forum.  For 

those parents who wish to contribute to the formation of this policy but are unable to attend the meeting, please 

feel free to email me or drop in to my office at any time. 

 

Next Thursday, November 5th, as part of our endeavour to bring in proactive wellbeing programs to APS,  all 

grade 4 and grade 5 girls will be involved with STRIDE for the MPower  girls program from 9-12pm whilst the 

Grade 4 and 5 boys will be involved in an active boys morning.  In the afternoon, all Grade 5 students will be 

involved in leadership training with STRIDE. 

 

A flier will be sent home early next week detailing the specific arrangements for students that day, there is no 

charge for participation in these programs and should parents have any further queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at the school. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Rochelle 
 

 



Attachments:   
(Advertised material is included with this newsletter. Whilst all care is taken to ensure validity we take no responsibility and imply no endorsement) 

        

 
    OAKLEIGH SQUADRON-

MEETS 

TUESDAY NIGHTS 

 7.30PM ï 9.30 PM                
ñWILLIAMSFIELDò 

ATKINSON ST OAKLEIGH 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

  FREECALL : 1800 502 175 

                             
www.airleague .com.au 

  victoria.airleague .com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

               INTERESTED IN AVIATION 

          WANTING TO LEARN TO FLY 

    MAKING NEW FRIENDS 

CAMPS AND OUTINGS 

LEADERSHIP 

 

IF YOU ARE 

         AGED BETWEEN 8 ï 18 YEARS 

                THEN THIS IS FOR YOU 

 

 

    

GIRLSõ NIGHT IN 

Friday 30 October 2009    7.00 ð 11.00 pm  
 Join us for a night of fun to raise money for the Cancer Council.  Activities this year will include a performance by  

 the Phoenix Park Choir, games (yes, games !), yoga session, singing circle, reiki treatments, karaoke, raffle and door 

 prizes.  

 This year we have a Halloween theme ð so if you enjoy dressing up, go all out !!! Otherwise, just come as you are.  

 Neighbourhood  House staff will definitely be in costume !!  

 Book a table for yourself and your friends, or just come on your own.  

  BYO :  Snacks, drinks and glasses.       

  Provided :  Coffee, tea and cake.  

  Cost :  $10.00 (all proceeds to Cancer Council)  

Please note that bookings are essential  

  Phone 9530 4397 to reserve your spot.  

 

Sideways 2 for 1 deal vouchers are available outside the office  

http://www.airleague.com.au/

